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Dr. Tao Jiang Agrees to Co-Chair Hong Kong 

Assistive Technology Conference 

Washington, DC –  Dr. Tao Jiang, one of China’s most respected and renowned audiologists, has agreed to be Co-Chair of the First Annual Assistive Technology Conference in Hong Kong from October 10-12 (http://www.atn-ctcf.org/China/).  The Managing Director of SpeechEasy International LLC (http://www.speecheasy.com/press_releases_010605.html), Tao Jiang, AuD, says, “I am honored to be asked to co-chair this conference whose goal is to expand the awareness of the benefits of Assistive Technology products in the public and private sectors in the Asia-Pacific Rim. This is a greatly needed program.  I am most pleased that this important first of three conferences is occurring in China.” 

Dr. Jiang was awarded Doctor of Audiology, AuD, by the Arizona School of Health Sciences, Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine in April, 2001.  In May, 1988, he received Master of Science in audiology and Master of Science in deaf education from Lamar University.  Among his many other current professional roles, he serves as Vice General Manager of Phonak China Group, a Swiss listed company as well as Vice Executive President of Hua-xia Health Group Inc,  a Hong Kong listed company.
As Co-Chair, Dr. Jiang will address the entire assembly at Opening Ceremonies and be a Keynote Speaker on the topic, Technology and the Quality of Life. His company is also one of the Sponsors of the conference titled, Assistive Technologies: Expanding a Universe of Opportunities for People with Disabilities (www.atn-ctcf.org).
 “We are honored to have Dr. Jiang Co-Chair the conference. His prestige and knowledge of communication technology for the deaf, hearing- and speech-impaired individuals, strengthens the conference and our goals,” said John M. Williams, world-renowned assistive technology writer.  He is president and founder of Assistive Technology News (ATN; www.atn-ctcf.org) and is organizer as well as Co-Chair of the conference. 

The United Nations estimates there are several hundred million people with disabilities living in the Asia-Pacific Rim. The China Disabled Persons’ Federation estimates there are more than 60-million-people with disabilities in China. The conference will examine the ways that assistive technologies address the diverse needs of people with disabilities in every aspect of their life and assist their families as well as professionals involved in their care. 

Assistive or Adaptive Technology commonly refers to "...products, devices or equipment, whether acquired commercially, modified or customized, that are used to maintain, increase or improve the functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities...", as found in the Assistive Technology Act of 1998.  

These assistive technology (AT) products enable people with disabilities to accomplish daily living tasks, assist them in communication, education, work or recreation activities, in essence, help them achieve greater independence and enhance their quality of life.

“Dr. Jiang’s leadership in this Conference reinforces our Hong Kong Local Partner’s, Community Business (www.communitybusiness.org.hk), conviction that the individuals requiring these products need the information so they can lead richer, more productive and more independent lives,” says Howard McClintic, executive director, Concurrent Technologies Corporation Foundation (www.ctcfoundation.org).   

The six topics being discussed are: Assistive Technology and Aging; Assistive Technology and Education; Assistive Technology and Employment; Information and Communication Technology; Assistive Technology and Quality of Life; and, Assistive Technology and Web Accessibility. 

Assistive Technology manufacturers will exhibit hardware and software, but not during the breakout or plenary sessions. Manufacturers are being invited from the United States, Canada, Europe, Mainland China, and other Asia-Pacific Rim countries. Products benefiting individuals with physical and cognitive disabilities will be displayed. Some of the disabilities benefiting from these products include: mobility, vision, speech, hearing, cognitive and a combination of disabilities. 

“Assistive technology products equalize educational, recreational, social and job opportunities for Chinese users,” says Dr. Jiang.   

What do these AT products do? They allow blind people to hear and read materials they can’t see; they speak for speech-challenged individuals; they allow deaf people to communicate with others; they provide cognitively challenged individuals with tools to learn; and they provide mobility for individuals.

Williams believes there are business benefits to the AT exhibitors. Among the benefits are: partnering with businesses interested in manufacturing in AT products in Asia; expanding markets; employing people with disabilities to build AT products; and, testing and evaluating new AT products. 

 The attendees are expected to have some knowledge of AT products, but yearning to learn more. The Registrants will come from the United States, Hong Kong, Europe, Mainland China, and other Asia-Pacific Rim countries. The attendees will be people with disabilities, their families and caregivers; physicians; nurses; OTs; PTs; SLPs; psychologists; rehab and recreational therapists, medical professionals; special, general and adaptive physical educators, school and facility administrators; direct support providers; association executives and members; advocates and government employees; as well as dealers and distributors. 

On the last day of the conference, the public will be given free access to the exhibits.

The 2006 AT conference is the first of three conferences.  In 2007 and 2008, the AT conferences will be held in Beijing. The 2008 conference will occur around the time of the Paralympic Games.

One of the goals of the 2007 Conference is establishing an Assistive Technology Center in Beijing. The center is to be used for training purposes and to showcase products. 

Founded in the 1980s, Assistive Technology News (ATN) is an editorial and marketing company working in the Assistive Technology area. Its founder John Williams coined the phrase Assistive Technology.

Founded in 1998, the mission of the CTC Foundation is to improve the quality of life for the general public through unique economic initiatives that involve the private and public sectors, as well as non-profit organizations.  

-30-

