Proposal for Guideline 3.1 (“meaning”)
Draft 2005-04-11
<proposed>

Guideline 3.1 . Make text content readable and understandable.

Level 1 success criteria for Guideline 3.1

1. The natural language or languages of the delivery unit can be automatically identified.

2. A mechanism for finding the expanded form of acronyms and abbreviations is available.

3. A description of the education level of the intended audience is available.

Level 2 success criteria for Guideline 3.1

1. A mechanism is available for finding definitions for all words in text content.

2. A mechanism is available for finding definitions of all idiomatic expressions in text content.

3. The natural language of each foreign passage or phrase in the content can be automatically identified. Foreign passages or phrases are passages or phrases in a language that is different from the language of the delivery unit as a whole. 
Note: This requirement does not apply to individual words or phrases that have become part of the primary language of the content. This is because "correct" pronunciation of such words and phrases might confuse or distract native speakers of the content’s primary language.
4. One or more of the following alternative versions is available when text content requires the reading ability expected of native speakers who have completed at least nine years of school:
a. A text summary that can be read by adults with the reading ability expected of native speakers who have completed fewer than seven years of school.
b. One or more simplified graphical illustrations.
c. A spoken version of the text content.
Level 3 success criteria for Guideline 3.1

1. A mechanism is available for determining the intended definitions of words used in an unusual or restricted way.
2. A mechanism is available for finding the pronunciation of all words in text content.

3. Section headings and link text are understandable when read by themselves or as a group (for example in a list of links or a table of contents).
4. Text that states important ideas or provides important information can be identified.
5. For delivery units at the first or second level in a set of delivery units, text content can be read by adults with the reading ability expected for native speakers who have completed fewer than seven years of school.
6. For delivery units below the second level in a set of delivery units, text content can be read by adults with the reading ability expected for native speakers who have completed fewer than nine years of school.
7. Simplified graphical illustrations of concepts and processes are available.
8. A spoken version of text content is available.
9. Signed video is available for key pages or sections of pages.
</proposed>
Changes from version of 2005-04-05

L2 SC5 is now L2 SC4

L2 SC4 changed to improve readability of trigger condition defined by SC

L2 SC2 (pronunciation) moved to L3 as per Gregg’s suggestion

Changes from current wording:

Level 1

1. Now describes functional outcome

2. Now describes functional outcome

3. New SC requires description of education level for intended audience (supports content selection; does not require documentation of ed level; does not constrain complexity of content. Guide doc explains how to describe intended audience and estimate education level.)

Level 2

1. Old SC 1 (meanings and pronunciations) now broken into two SC and changed to describe functional outcome

2. SC 3 now describes functional outcome

3. SC 4 now describes functional outcome

4. New SC5 introduces requirement for at least one alternative version; triggered by low readability score for text content. Guide doc explains how to measure readability and gives examples
Level 3

1. SC1 now describes functional outcome

2. SC unchanged from 11 February 2005

3. New SC3 introduces requirement to make key ideas/points identifiable; describes as functional outcome (no method prescribed—cd be simple boldfacing)

4. New SC 4 requires text on 1st and 2d level pages to be readable below 7th grade (US)

5. New SC 5 requires text on lower-level pages to be readable at 8th grade (US)

6. New SC 6 requires simplified graphical illustrations

7. New SC 7 requires spoken version of text

8. New SC 8 requires signed video for key pages or sections of pages

