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                                                                                 The Reverend Dr. Frederick Dalcho

In mid October of 1770, John Frederick and Euphemia Dalcho presented their son Frederick for baptism at the Church of St. Giles-in-the-Fields, in the Borough of Holborn, London, England. Records show that in 1772, John Frederick Dalcho was paying property taxes at 43 Great St. Andrew Street. It is reasonably safe to assume this is where Dalcho was born. His mother remained there at least until 1789 operating an inn. A military man, Frederick Dalcho’s father was an officer under Frederick the Great. Dalcho’s father was wounded in the Seven Year’s War and later died at age 58 on August 26, 1779 in retirement, while his son was still a child. Frederick Dalcho’s mother, of Prussian descent, was born Euphemia Wiesenthal, daughter of Johann Mattheus Wiesenthal. She passed away on November 22, 1812 at the ripe age of 81. Both of Dalcho’s parents are buried at the German Evangelical Church of St. Marie in-the-Savoy, London. 

Reference: A Man of Accomplishment, A Man of Peace

Author: Barry A. Rickman

Dated: December 18, 1990

Fredrick Dalcho arrived at Baltimore on a sailing vessel on May 23, 1787 “after a boisterous passage of 8 weeks on the sea from London. He was 15 years of age and went to live with his father’s sister who was married to Dr. Wiesenthal. Here under the guidance of Dr. Wiesenthal Fredrick pursued his education.
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                                     *************************   

Sen. Exec. Journal—MONDAY, April 9, 1792

A written message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Lear, his Secretary:

United States, April 9th, 1792

Gentlemen of the Senate:

I nominate the following persons for appointments and promotions in the Army of the United States:

SURGEON’S MATE.

· Frederick Dalcho, Maryland

                                 **************************  

Sen. Exec. Journal—FRIDAY, May 9, 1792.

The following written message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Dandridge, his Secretary:

United States, May 9th, 1794.

Gentlemen of the Senate:

I nominate the following persons for promotions and appoiments in the Legion of the United States:

The promotions and resignations occasion a vacancy of three Cornets, one Lieutenant of Artillery, and thirty-seven Ensigns; to till which, the following nominations are made. The arrangements to the several Sub-Legions will take place after advices shall be received of the acceptance of the appointments.

Cornets.

Frederick Dalcho, Maryland.

                                          ****************************        

Sen. Exec. Journal—MONDAY, May 12, 1794.

The Following written message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Dandridge, his Secretary:

United States, May 12th, 1794.

Gentlemen of the Senate:

I nominate the following persons for appointments upon the staff of the Legion of the United States:

Vice Dalcho, nominated as Lieutenant of Artillery.

                                           ************************   

Sen. Exec. Journal—FRIDAY, December 16, 1796.

The following written message was received from the President of the United States, by Mr. Craik, his Secretary:

United States, December 15th, 1796.

Gentlemen of the Senate:

I nominate the following persons for promotions and appointments in the crops of Artillerists and Engineers.

Dalcho, resigned

At a time when the red man and white settlers were battling over land in Georgia, the United States Government for the Federal troops established Fort Fidus. This Fort’s purpose was to restore the health to “the troops at Rock Landing” who were helping to keep the peace. Fidius was located just south a few miles of Milledgeville on the northern bank of the Oconee River. On May 10 of 1794, a revengeful attack was carried out by the Georgia Milita. It was on a Creek Indian camp just across the river from Fort Fidius. At the sound of shots being fired, “Doctor Frederick Dalcho” was ordered by Captain Richard Roberts, commander of Fort Fidius, to cross the river and ascertain what had happened. Dalcho reported back saying:

On rising out of the cane-bake, I saw two different parties of militia; the one on the edge of the cane-bake, employed in plundering the Indian Camps; the other at some considerable distance, on the hill, I inquired for the commanding officer, whom I found to be Major Adams. I demanded, in the name of the United States, the cause of their attacking the Indians, who were on a friendly visit, with Major Seagrove, at this post, and while they were under the protection of the United States? He told me, that, in consequence of the death of Lieutenant Hay, on the Apalachy, he had raised one hundred and fifty men, to pursue and destroy any party of Indians he might gain intelligence of; that an Indian who was wounded at the time was not in our garrison, under the care of the surgeon, from which he supposed he was one of the party who are now here, and that he was determined not to return until the whole of them were killed; that he would advance to the mouth of the canyon, and take them from the Fort: for he was able to do it…Just before I left them, Major Adams swore he would have hair before tomorrow night; and that Brigadier General Clarke had marched against the Creek Towns.

Reference: A Man of Accomplishment, A Man of Peace

Author: Barry A. Rickman

Dated: December 18, 1990

For 2 years Fredrick Dalcho received a classical education, living with his Uncle (Dr. Charles Frederick Wiesenthal who was also a Mason) and learning about botany and commencing his medical studies under his Uncle’s guidance. Fredrick received his medical degree from a school started by Dr. George Buchanan in 1790.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 24

On July 01, 1801, at the age of 30, Dalcho was elected by the South Carolina Medical Society as its 66th member. In the fall of that year, he moved his drugstore from facing the Bay to the corner of Tradd and Church Streets. Dr. Dalcho was very energetic within the Medical Society. He delivered two papers to the Society in 1802; one on tetanus and the other on vaccination. He also served on several committees, one of which was to “examine a slave ship, Washington, reported as carrying measles” and volunteered his time to the Charleston Dispensary along with his friend Dr. Auld.

Reference: A Man of Accomplishment, A Man of Peace

Author: Barry A. Rickman

Dated: December 18, 1990

In one of the notes in the 1822 edition of his “Ahiman Rezon”, Fredrick Dalcho states he received the degree of a Mason “in the Ancient York Lodge, 30 years ago, in Savannah, Georgia. 

Ref: Ahiman Rezon

2nd Edition

Printed in 1882

Fredrick Dalcho was appointed a Surgeon’s Mate in the Army on April 11, 1792 and stayed in the Army until his resignation on October 8, 1795. While in the Army he was promoted to Lieutenant in the Artillery and Engineers on May 12, 1794. Later on he returned to the Army for an additional 15 months service from March 1797 to June 1799.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 24

On April 17, 1794 he was married to a Miss Vanderlocht of Savannah, Georgia. A year later his wife died and he resigned from the Army.

Ref: Eleven Gentlemen of Charleston

By: Ray Baker Harris

Page: 25 

In July 1, 1801 Frederick Dalcho was elected as the 66th member of the South Carolina Medical Society. Frederick operated a drug store facing the Bay, which later on moved to the corner of Church and Tradd Streets. 

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 25

Established January 10, 1803 by Aaron S. Willington for Loring Andrews. Stephen C. Carpenter, Frederick Dalcho, Peter R. Marchant, and Edmund Morford also associated with paper: “Charleston Courier” during the early years.   

Reference:  South Carolina Newspapers

By: John Hammond Moore

On Christmas Day, 1805, Dr. Dalcho and Mary Elizabeth Threadcraft were married in St. Philip’s Church, Charleston, by Rev. Dr. Edward Jenkins. This was Dr. Dalcho’s second marriage and his wife was to survive him until December 12, 1852. There were no children, from this marriage.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina                 Charleston  County Library of Death Records

By : Albert A. Mackey, M.D.
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                                                            The Reverend Dr. Frederick Dalcho

Following a number of part-time associations with St. Michael’s Church in Charleston, South Carolina, he was retained as an assistant minister on February 23, 1819. In 1824 he established with others“The Charleston Gospel Messenger and Protestant Episcopal Resgister”, a monthly journal of the Church’s activities.  This paper was published monthly until 1853. His monumental work at this period was a history of the Protestant Episcopal Church in South Carolina, the first published history of any diocese in America.  Consisting of more than 600 pages. All of Dr. Fredrick Dalcho’s book were sold at the.”The Theological Book Store” in Charleston, South Carolina located at 51 Board Street.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 26
Other published theological works of Dr. Fredrick Dalcho were; A Letter on Public Baptism…Charleston 1817; The Evidence from The Prophecy for the Truth of Christianity… Charleston, 1820; Evidences of the Divinity of Jesus Christ.Charleston, 1820; and Practical Consideration founded on the Scriptures relative to the slave population of South Carolina, by a South Carolinian, Charleston, 1823.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 

Dr. Fredrick Dalcho established the first Scottish Rites in the year 1801 and was originated in Charleston, South Carolina.  In the year of 1802 the Grand Lodge of Charleston, South Carolina elected it’s first “Grand Lodge Officers”, as follows;

Col. John Mitchell, Sov. Grand Commander

Dr. Fredrick Dalcho, Lt. Grand Commander

Emanuel de La Motta, Treasurer General of the Holy Empire

Abraham Alexander, Secretary General of the Holy Empire

Major T.B. Bowen, Grand Master of Ceremonies

Israel de Lieben, Sov Gr Inspector-General

Dr. Issac Auld, Sov Gr Inspector-General

Moses C. Levy, Sov Gr Inspector-General

Dr. James Moultrie, Sov Gr Inspector-General

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By : Albert A. Mackey, M.D.
With the installation of grand Lodge officers complete, a procession was formed and paraded to St. Michael’s church where Rev. Brother Dalcho, Grand Chaplin, delivered the Devine Service. His sermon was based on the text John12:36, “While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light.” Dalcho remarked in his sermon that;

Free-Masonry, like the Religion of the Redeemer, is eminently calculated to dispense “peace on earth, and good will towards men.” And if the moral and religious state of the community in which it flourishes, be not increased and refined by its influence, it must be charged to the perversity of the Brotherhood, and not to the principles of the Institution. The general application of its principles and practice to the spiritual and temporal welfare of men cannot be doubted. It binds its members by the strongest sanctions, “to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly before God;” and to “love the Brotherhood.”

Reference: A Man of Accomplishment, A Man of Peace

Author: Barry A. Rickman

Dated: December 18, 1990

Following is a list of some of the many accomplihments of 

Dr. Fredrick Dalcho Life Time Achivements As A Mason;

In 1801, Dr. Dalcho received the ultimate degree of the Thirty-Thrid or Sovereign Grand Inspector of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, from Col. John Mitchell on May 31, 1801 in Charleston, South Carolina.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 267
May 31, 1801, he became instrumental in the establishment, at Charleston, of the Supreme Council for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, of which body he was appointed Grand Secretary, and afterwards Grand Commander.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 267
On the 31st of May, 5801, the Supreme Council of the 33rd degree for the United States of America was opened with the high honors of masonry, by Brothers John Mitchell and Frederick Dalcho, Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, and in the course of the present year [1802] the whole number of Grand Inspectors General was completed, agreeably to the Grand Constitutions.

Ref: History of the Supreme Council, 33deg.

By: Ray Baker Harris

Dated: 1964
On September 2, 1805 Dr. Dalcho was elected to its standing committee on the Botanic Gardens, a project which became one of his major interests in collaboration with Dr. Auld.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 267
On Christmas Day, 1805, Dr. Dalcho and Mary Elizabeth Threadcraft were married in St. Philip’s Church, Charleston, by Rev. Dr. Edward Jenkins. This was Dr. Dalcho’s second marriage, and his wife was to survive him, but there were no children of either marriage.

Ref: History of The Supreme Council, 33deg.

By: Ray Baker Harris

Dated: 1964

The site of the Botanic Garden was owned by the Medical Society of Charleston and was located on the northwest corner of Meeting and Columbus Streets. However because of financial difficulties, the Gardens had to be closed around the year 1830.

Reference: A Man of Accomplishment, A Man of Peace

Author: Barry A. Rickman

Dated: December 18, 1990

January10, 1806, announced that Benjamin B. Smith had withdrawn from the “Courier” establishment and that the paper would in the future be edited by Messrs. Carpenter, Dlacho, Marchant and Willington under the firm name of Marchant, Willington & Co. “The wreath or the rod” was adopted as the paper’s motto and was placed immediately under the sub-title on the second page. On December 1, 1807 the office of the Courier was removed from No. 1 to No. 143 Broad Street.

Ref: Charleston Courier

Dated: July 11, 1805 

In 1807, at the request of the Grand Lodge of York Masons of South Carolina, he published the “Ahiman Rezon,” which was adopted as the code for the government of the lodges under the jurisdiction of that body.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 267

In 1807, the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, and that of Ancient York Masons of South Carolina became united under the name of “The Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons of South Carolina,” and at the first annual Communication, Brother Dalcho was elected Grand Chaplin. The duties of this office he faithfully performed, and for many years delivered a public address or sermon on the Festival of St. John the Evangelist. On October 24, 1808 the two Grand lodges united in the ceremony of laying the corner stone of a factory about to be erected, in the city of Charleston, by the “Carolina Homespun Company” at 11:00 A.M. Also in this year (1807) Dr. Frederick Dalcho published the 1st “Ahiman Rezon” under the sanction of the Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons of South Carolina.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page:267
In 1808, he was elected Corresponding Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons, and from that time directed the influences of his high position to the reconciliation of the Masonic difficulties in South Carolina.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 267

In 1808 he inaugurated a movement to bring together the two South Carolina Grand Lodges which had arisen from the English schism between “Antients” and “Moderns” and succeeded only in 1817.

Ahiman Rezon  2nd Edition

Page: 207

In 1806 the Original Chapter of Prince Masons took notice of the orations delivered by Dr. Dalcho in 1801 and 1803, and on October 17, 1807, John Fowler wrote on the Chapter’s behalf and at it’s direction to ask Mr. Dalcho for permission to reprint them. Dr. Dalcho replied on February 25, 1808, expressing his gratification at the request and readily acceding to it.  On December 21, 1809 Dr. Dalcho sent the following letter to John Fowler who lived in Ireland at the time. At this time it seems that John Fowler wanted Dr. Dalcho to visit Ireland with the intent of establishing a Sovereign Grand Council of Inspectors General of the Thirty-third Degree for Ireland, to which Brother Dalcho kindly promised to accede. But because of President Jefferson had stopped all trade with Europe as well as Great Britain at this time Brother Dalcho was unable to assist in the creation of a Supreme Council for Ireland.

Dear Sir and Brother,

 The very unpleasant situation in which our respective countries have been placed for some years past has not only interrupted the usual commercial intercourse and correspondence, but has rendered so infrequent the opportunities of social that I flatter myself this plead with you as an apology for not having answered the communications with which you have obligingly favored me. Indeed I know not weather what I am now writing will reach you, yet I am willing to embrace the only possible chance which may offer for some time.

I have received the book which the Original Chapter has been pleased to present to me with, and feel highly sensible of the honor which they have done me by its republication.

I have sent by the present opportunity a copy of my Ahinam Rezon, which you will be so obliging as to present to the Princes in my name. You will find but little in it, which is, knew, the publication being merely complied from, or is elucidations of the old matter on the subject. The present, however, is adapted to the state of the Craft in this country.

If the friendly relations between the two countries should be again restored, which I pray the Supreme Architect may soon be the case, I shall endeavor to devise some means by which I may be able to put you in possession of some valuable and interesting Masonic information. In the meantime I pray you to present to the Illustrious Chapter my unfeigned wishes for its prosperity and happiness and accept, yourself, my sincere and affection regards.

                                                       Frederick Dalcho

Ref: History of the Supreme Council, 33deg.

By: Ray Baker Harris

Dated: 1964
In 1813 when Dr. Dalcho was 43 years old and in his prime three actions were taken by him almost simultaneously. He resigned as co-editor of the Charleston Courier. He resigned as a member of the Medical Society of South Carolina [which was refused, and he was elected an Honorary Member]. He answered a call from the Vestry of St. Paul’s Church, Stono, to serve as Lay Reader, beginning his preparation to enter the Episcopal ministry. He did not, at this time, resign any Masonic membership or office, and continued to be active in Freemasonry for some reason.

Ref: History of the Supreme Council, 33deg.

By: Ray Baker Harris

Dated: 1964
Even before the union in 1817, Dalcho had enjoyed personal prestige among the members of both Grand Lodges. He was regarded, personally, as the lawgiver and the peacemaker. When the new Grand Lodge elected its officers in December of 1817, the Reverend Frederick Dalcho was elected its first Grand Chaplain and was to continue him in this office until he resigned in 1823. After the election, the Grand Lodge proceeded to St. Michael’s Church where their Grand Chaplain addressed them.

Ref: History of the Supreme Council, 33deg.

By: Ray Baker Harris

Dated: 1964
During the summer of 1814, Rev. Dalcho kept St. Philip’s Church open after the death of its Rector, Rev. James Dewar Simons.

Reference: South Carolina Historical Society

Micro Film on St. Philips Church

It was in the year 1820 that Dlacho had his chief work published, “An Historical Account of the Protestant Episcopal Church in South Carolina.” It has grown to be of paramount importance on the history of the Church in South Carolina. Gray Temple, eleventh Bishop of South Carolina, states in August of 1970, the 300th anniversary of the Episcopal Church in the state:

This book by Dr. Dalcho tells the story of the early years of this Diocese; it traces the vicissitudes which befell the “Established Church” during and after the Revolution, and gives an account of how the Episcopal Church in the United States came into being in South Carolina…it is one which can be read with profit by every Episcopalian who lives in South Carolina.

The text which is over 600 pages, was the first Diocesan History recorded in the United States.

Reference: A Man of Accomplishment, A Man of Peace

Author: Barry A. Rickman

Dated: December 18, 1990
In 1821, he was requested to prepare a second edition of the “Ahiman Rezon,” which was published the following year, enriched with many useful notes, although unfortunately burthened with several incorrect ones. This work was at once adopted by the Grand Lodge as its Books of Constitutions,” in 1852, which was then substituted for it. Much however, of the material, in fact, all that was useful in Dalcho’s book, was incorporated into the latter work, with a different arrangement, and many additions.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 268
The following is out of the 2nd Editions of Frederick Dalcho’s book;

Published at the request of the Grand Lodge

By the

Reverent Brother Frederick Dalcho, M.D.

Assistant Minister of St. Michael’s Church, Charleston and

Chaplin to the Grand Lodge, &c.

The Second Edition,

With Considerable Additions and Explanatory Notes

Charleston, So. Ca.

Printed by Brother C.C. Sebring

No. 44 Queen –Street

And

Published By Brother E. Thayer

At The Theological Book Store

No. 51 Broad Street

1822

The above reference appears in opening page of the 2nd Edition of the “Ahiman Rezon”.

Books written by “Reverent Brother Frederick Dalcho, M.D.”

Published by: E. Thayer

51 Broad Street

The Theological Book Store

· Historical Account of Protestant Episcopal Church in South Carolina

Cost: $4.50/$7.00

· Evidences of the Divinity of Jesus Christ

Boards-$0.75/each

Bound -$1.00

· The Evidence from Prophecy for the Truth of Christianity and the Divinity of Christ

$0.25  (a special discount will be given to schools for handing out to the students.)

Ahiman Rezon

2nd Edition

Back Page of Books

The administration of Frederick Dalcho as Grand Commander from January 25, 1816, to February 1822, exhibited an inflexible insistence upon “regularity.” He clearly and emphatically declared the Cerneau bodies to be irregular; he would not participate in the “healing” of the “Associators” or, as they were sometimes called, “The Eleven.”

He engaged in no bitter personal quarrel, which might well have brought discredit upon his Supreme Council. Though confronted with abundant provocation he resisted the dignity of the Supreme Council or Sublime Masonry. 

Ref: History of the Supreme Council, 33deg.

By: Ray Baker Harris

Dated: 1964 

In 1823, Brother Dalcho became involved in an unpleasant controversy with some of his Masonic associates, in consequence of difficulties and dissentions, which at that time, existed in the Ancient Rite and his feelings were so wounded by the unmasonic spirit which seemed to actuate his antagonists and former friends. Brother Dalcho then resigned the office of Grand Chaplin of the Grand Lodge, and Grand Commander of the Supreme Council, and retired for the remainder of his life from all participation in the active duties of Masonry. At this time Brother Cogdell also gave notice that he was no longer a candidate for reelection to his respective office in the Grand Lodge and loss interest in the proceeding of the Masonic order. At the end of the year both men withdrew their membership from the Grand Lodge. It was to each the end of their Masonic career.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.
Page: 268

1823 Brother Dalcho resigned from the Grand Lodge and was succeeded the following year by Dr. Isaac Auld.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.
Page: 184
In 1824, Dalcho helped establish “The Charleston Gospel Messenger and Protestant Episcopal Register.” This was a monthly journal of the affairs of the Church.

He was its first projector, and for several years, with great industry and perfect disinterestedness, took the chief trouble of conducting it on himself. The first volumes of it contain many highly interesting and some well elaborated and learned essays from his pen.

Reference: A Man of Accomplishment, A Man of Peace

Author: Barry A. Rickman

Dated: December 18, 1990
Dalcho delivered three orations at St. Michael’s Church to the Craft in 1799, 1801, and 1803. The last of these, when published, included a history of Freemasonry in South Carolina, the first for almost half a century. In 1808, these works were reprinted with the permission of the author in Dublin, Ireland under the name: Orations of Dr. Dalcho.” This publication is extremely rare with only two copies known to exist. One is located in the Library of Lodge Quator Coronati and the other at Worcester.

Reference: A Man of Accomplishment, A Man of Peace

Author: Barry A. Rickman

Dated: December 18, 1990

Upon the death of John Mitchell, January 25, 1816, Frederick Dalcho became the second Grand Commander and continued as such until November 7, 1823, when he resigned the office, shortly after having resigned also as Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge.

Ref: History of  The Supreme Council, 33deg.

By: Ray Baker Harris

Dated: 1964

Comments By Persons Who Knew “Reverent Brother Fredrick Dalcho” as a Person

Great cheerfulness of disposition and suavity of manners characterized Dr. Dalcho. He was kind, generous and amiable, with an inclination, in his moments of confidential intercourse, to the indulgence of many humors.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 268

                                                        ********

As a Christian, he was humble and Faithful; and as a minister of religion, he is said to have been “kind, earnest and solemn in the exhortation and admononition, which were  his duties.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.
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                                                        ********

As a Mason, in which character we are more particularly in this place to view him, he was entitled to much praise for the progress he had made in the study of the institution at a time when but little was known of its true scientific and philosophical bearings. Although, at this day, the writings of Fredrick Dalcho would not be considered as sufficiently erudite to place him in an elevated position among Masonic authors, yet he was undoubtedly ahead of the masses of the Fraternity among whom he lived. 

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 268                                            

                                                 **********                                                       

As for the Masons of South Carolina, Dr. Fredrick Dalcho was undoubtedly a benefactor, and his brethren of that State, however they may choose to estimate his services as a Masonic writer, are bound to respect his memory for the fidelity with which he discharged the various important trusts that were confided to him.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.
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                                                    *********

As stated by Brother Robert F. Gould, “Dalcho lived at the time and knew whereof he affirmed, and his statements are in substantial accord with evidence from other sources.” 

Reference: A Man of Accomplishment, A Man of Peace

Author: Barry A. Rickman

Dated: December 18, 1990

Comments by Persons on “Reverent Brother Fredrick Dalcho” as a Person

This spiritual quality appears in the life of Dalcho. Ordained to the ministry after a varied career, he was particularly conscientious in his theological commitments, and displayed throughout his life a gentleness and goodness of nature which would have put to shame more prominent theologians.

                                                                                             Dr. George W. Williams

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

Arthur: Dr. Geroger W. Williams

Page: 26
                                                     ********

To the Masonry of South Carolina, Dr. Dalcho was undoubtedly a benefactor, and his brethren of that State, however they may choose to estimate his services as a Masonic writer, are bound to respect his memory for the fidelity with which he discharged the various important trusts that were confided to him.

Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 268
                                                                                   Festival of St. John the Evangelist

In every country where Free-Masonry is encouraged, their Anniversary Festival is celebrated with great ceremony. It is a day set apart by the Brotherhood, to worship the Supreme Architect of Heaven and Earth; to implore His blessings upon the great family of mankind; and to partake of the feast of brotherly affection. All who can spare a day from their necessary avocations, should join in this celebration. The freemasons of South Carolina have St. John the Evangelist’s Day, as their Anniversary, and celebrate it in the following form.

In every country where freemasonry is encouraged, their Anniversary Festival is celebrated with great ceremony. It is a day set apart by the Brotherhood, to worship the Supreme Architect of Heaven and Earth; to implore His blessings upon the great family of mankind; and to partake of the feast of brotherly affection. All, who can spare a day from their necessary avocations, should join in this celebration. The freemasons of South Carolina have St. John the Evangelist’s Day, as their Anniversary, and celebrate it in the following form.

Ahiman Rezon

2nd Edition

Printed in 1822

Page: 148-151
                                              Quotes from “Reverent Brother Fredrick Dalcho, M.D.”     

Freemasonry comprehends within its circle every branch of useful knowledge and learning, and stamps an indelible mark of pre-eminence on its genuine professors, which neither chance, power, nor fortune can bestow. When its rules, are strictly observed, it is a sure foundation of tranquillity, amidst the various disappointments of life. It is a friend that will not deceive, but will comfort and assist us in properity and adversity. It is a blessing that will remain with all times, circumstances, and places, and to which recourse may be had, when other earthly comforts sink into disregard.

Ahiman Rezon

2nd Edition 1822

Page: 1

SUCH IS THE SOCIETY OF

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS
An institution, which recommends submission to the laws of our country, adoration to the Supreme God of nature, universal benevolence, and every virtue which can endear us to each other, which conveys instruction to the mind and expels rancour, hatred, envy, and every unruly passion, and binds all its followers in the bond of good will, is certainly worthy of praise and encouragement.

Reference: Oration Delivered in the Sublime Grand Lodge in Charleston South Carolina

Author: Frederick Dalcho

Dated: 23rd of September, 5801

Page: 33

A Page from Dr. Fredrick Dalcho’s Grand Chaplain’s Book

Dr. Fredrick Dalcho Grand Lodge book is on display at the “Scottish Rites Temple” in Charleston, South Carolina. The following is taken from one of the pages;

A Sermon

Preached

In St. Michael’s Church, Charleston

On the

“Festival of St. John the Evangelist”

Due 27th, 5817

Before

The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free-Masons

In South Carolina

And Published at their Request

By the Rev. Brother Fredrick Dalcho,M. D.&c.

Grand Chaplin

Charleston; Printed by A.E. Miller

On Dec. 24, 5817 Dr. Dalcho performed

Another service in the Church

                                                                        Dr. Fredrick Dalcho’s Death

Dr. Fredrick Dalcho passed away on November 24, 1836, he passed away at his resident at 54 Meeting Street, Charleston, S.C. at the age of 67. One who appears to have known him well, and to whom the melancholy task of writing his obituary was entrusted, says of him, that “he died in the comfortable possession of a religious holy hope, and in perfect charity with all the world.”

He was buried on the south side of St. Michael’s Church, and the following inscription, from the pen of his diocesan, Bishop Bowen, was placed near the head of his grave:

This Stone

Is Erected by the Vestery of St. Michael’s Church

In memory 

Of

THE REV. FREDRICK DALCHO,M. D.

Who,

having served this Church as Assistant Minister

for 17 years

Died on the 24th day of Nvember, A.D., 1836,

in the 67th year of his age

and was buried near this place.

Fidelity, Industry, and Prudence

were characteristics of his ministry. 

He loved  the Church, delighted to the last in its service, and found in

death the solace and support of the faith, which, with an exemplary

consistency, he had practiced.

Steadfast and unshaken

in his own peculiar convictions and actions,

as a member and minister of the Protestant Episcopal Church,

he lived and died “in perfect charity

with all men.”
Ref: The History of Freemansory of South Carolina

By: Albert A. Mackey, M.D.

Page: 265-266
On November 24 in the year 1836, Brother  Dalcho died at his home on Meeting Street. His life of great industry was now over. His remains were laid to rest in St. Michael’s Church Cemetery on the south side, with the Vestry defraying his expense of interment and a mahogany coffin. The Church, showing their due respect for their late Assistant Minister was draped in black merino. “Grand Lodge was ordered to be clothed in mourning for the space of six weeks” at its Quarterly Communication on the 16th of December. 

Reference: A Man of Accomplishment, A Man of Peace

Author: Barry A. Rickman

Dated: December 18, 1990

The Clergy of the Episcopal Church and of other denominations; the Members of St. Michael’s congregation, and of the other congregations of the Episcopal Church in this city, and the Friends and Acquaintances, are invited to attend the Funeral of the late Rev. Dr. DALCHO, from his house in Meeting street, This Afternoon, at 4 o’clock precisely.

                                                                                                                               Nov.25

Reference: The Charleston News and Courier

Dated       : Friday Morning Nov. 25, 1836

LOCATED IN THE “CHARLESTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY” IS A MAP THAT SHOWS THE LOCATION OF 54 MEETING STREET. THE LOCATION OF THIS ADDRESS IS NOW 108 MEETING STREET. AN INTERESTING NOTE IS THAT ALL PUBLIC BUILDING AND CHURCHES DID NOT HAVE ADDRESSES ON THEM AT ALL ONLY RESIDENTS AND BUSSINESSSES HAD AN ADDRESS NUMBER ATTACHED TO THEM.

Reference: Charleston Historical Society

Map of Charleston by: The sanborn map & publishing co. (Limited)
Additional Information on Dr. Frederick’s Death; (Charleston County Library)

Age: 66 years

Physician: Dr. Campbell

Date of Death: Nov. 27th- to the 4th of Dec. 1836/ Buried: St. Michael’s Court yard

I am of opinion that the ancient society of Free and Accepted Masons was never a body of architects; that is, they were not originally embodied for the purposes of building; but were associated for moral and religious purposes.

Reference: Oration Delivered in the Sublime Grand Lodge in Charleston South Carolina

Author: Frederick Dalcho

Dated: 23rd of September, 5801

Page: 11

The word Mason is derived from the Greek, and, literally means a member of a religious sect, or one who is professedly devoted to the worship of the Deity. The reason of the term Free being prefixed is probably derived from the Crusades, in which, every man engaged in the expedition must have been born free, and under no vassalage or subjection. The term Accepted is derived from the indulgences granted by the Pope, to all those who would confess there sins and join in the enterprise for the recovery of the Holy Land. It is well known that immense numbers of freemasons were engaged in the Holy wars, and that their gallant and enterprising conduct gained them the esteem of the leaders of the Army, who solicited initiation into the mysteries of their order. This subject is well understood by those brethren who have received the 20th degree.

Reference: Oration Delivered in the Sublime Grand Lodge in Charleston South Carolina

Author: Frederick Dalcho

Dated: 23rd of September, 5801

Page: 12

To cultivate peace and good will towards men, to improve the general condition of mankind, and to worship the only true and living God in fervency and truth, are among the indispensable obligations of freemasons. A firm belief and acknowledgement of the Supreme Being, the Grand Architect and Ruler of nature, forms the first essential of a Mason; who ought cheerfully to submit to HIS divine commands, and to rely on his Almighty protection, whose wisdom cannot mistake his happiness; whose goodness cannot contradict it.

Reference: Oration Delivered in the Sublime Grand Lodge in Charleston South Carolina

Author: Frederick Dalcho

Dated: 23rd of September, 5801

Page: 13

The duty we owe our country, is another important obligation on a Mason. To pay due obedience to the laws, and to respect the government of the country in which we live, is a debt of gratitude we owe for the protection of our lives, our liberty and our property. The faithful discharge of the duties, which we owe to each other and to the great family of mankind in general, will enhance the brethren in the eyes of the world; and support the reputation and utility of the Craft, against the caviling of ignorant or malicious men. It is not sufficient that we know these obligations, but it is our indispensable duty, both as gentlemen and as Masons to practice them.

Reference: Oration Delivered in the Sublime Grand Lodge in Charleston South Carolina

Author: Frederick Dalcho

Dated: 23rd of September, 5801

Page: 14

Pity the weakness of human nature and cover the failings of a brother with the mantle of fraternal love. Turn no one into ridicule, though under the specious pretext of innocent amusement, and decorated with the flashes of a mistaken wit.

The sweetest consideration and pleasure we receive from society, is the enjoyment of friendship; it smoothes the rugged paths of life, and dissipates corroding care from our brow.

Reference: Oration Delivered in the Sublime Grand Lodge in Charleston South Carolina

Author: Frederick Dalcho

Dated: 23rd of September, 5801

Page: 16

Friendship extends through every branch of the great family of mankind; its influence is as unbounded as the horizon; it unites men of different religions and countries, and has opposite political sentiments, in the firm bond of fraternal affection. The wandering Arab, the civilized Chinese, and the Native American, the rigid observers of the Mosaic Law, the followers of Mahomet and the proessors of Christianity, are all cemented by the mystic union. How valuable is an institution founded on sentiments like these—“how infinitely pleasing must it be to him, who is seated on a throne of everlasting mercy! To that God who is no respecter of persons.”

Reference: Oration Delivered in the Sublime Grand Lodge in Charleston South Carolina

Author: Frederick Dalcho

Dated: 23rd of September, 5801

Page: 18

The Letter G. which ornaments the Master’s Lodge, is not only expressive of the name of the Grand Architect of the Universe, but, also, denotes the Science of Geometry, so necessary to Artists. But the adoption of it, by Masons, implies no more than their respect for those inventions, which demonstrate to the world, the power, the wisdom and beneficence of the Almighty builder in the works of the Creation.

Reference: Oration Delivered in the Sublime Grand Lodge in Charleston South Carolina

Author: Frederick Dalcho

Dated: 23rd of September, 5801

Page: 27

SUCH IS THE SOCIETY OF

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS
An institution, which recommends submission to the laws of our country, adoration to the Supreme God of nature, universal benevolence, and every virtue which can endear us to each other, which conveys instruction to the mind and expels rancour, hatred, envy, and every unruly passion, and binds all its followers in the bond of good will, is certainly worthy of praise and encouragement.

Reference: Oration Delivered in the Sublime Grand Lodge in Charleston South Carolina

Author: Frederick Dalcho

Dated: 23rd of September, 5801

Page: 33

How is it possible, my respectable brethren, that the Antediluvians could have been acquainted with our mystic system, when the Temple of Jerusalem was unthought of? In answer to this, it has been said, that there were no Master-Masons until the time of King Solomon—And it is further advanced by others, that the third degree was not known until after the establishment of Christianity, and that many of the arrangement and decorations of a Masters Lodge, are emblematically of the Trinity. In support of this doctrine they appeal to the dedication of our Lodges to the holy St. John; while the Masons under Solomon, addressed their Labour, only, to Almighty God, which is practiced in the Hebrew Lodges at this day.

Reference: Oration 21st March, A. L. 1803


Author: Frederick Dalcho

Page: 16

The utmost caution is also necessary to prevent a disclosure of our mysteries to the knowledge of the profane. The principles of our excellent institution should only be made known to the world by the works of charity and benevolence; for although the society was originally instituted for the purposes of religion and science, yet it is now practiced on the principles of brotherly love. As the great family of the mystic compact was spread over the surface of the two hemispheres of it, without some peculiar mark, which knows them. The signs, Words and Tokens, form the medium of communication between Brethren of all nations and tongues, by which they can communicate their wants and necessities in a manner not to be understood. 

Reference: Oration 21st March, A. L. 1803


Author: Frederick Dalcho

Page: 23-24

The claims of Region upon the Sublime Masons are also imperious. We are bound not to change our religion for the allurement of wealth or rank; but to worship the Almighty God, in the manner and form, which we conscientiously believe, to be most acceptable in his sight.

Reference: Oration 21st March, A. L. 1803


Author: Frederick Dalcho

Page: 23-24

“Morality denotes a conformity in all things, and actions to those unalterable obligations, which results from the nature of our existence, and the necessary relations of life, whether to God as our Creator, or to mankind as fellow-creatures.

“Morality, in another word, is virtue; and the perfection of virtue in the human mind is in proportion to its resemblance or participation of divine perfection’s, and consequently, in being filled with the same principles of benevolence which influence all the actions of the Deity.

“Faith is one of the grand theological virtues. Faith in God denotes such a conviction of his being, perfections, character and government as produces love, truth, worship, obedience and resignation.

“Hope is another grand theo; logical virtue, it is expectation, trust, affiance in, and dependence on God and man, a kind of vital heat to the soul, that cheers and gladdens when we do not attend to it, and gives habitual serenity and good humor; it makes pain easy and Labour pleasant.

“Religious hope will always revive a dying man, and fill his mind not only with secret comfort and refreshment, but with rapture and transport. 

“Another grand theological virtue is Charity, and is that Brotherly affection which we ought to bear one another—the rule and standard by which we ought to examine and regulate this virtue, is that love we bear ourselves, and the general happiness of our Craft; to enlarge on this, to you my Brethren, would be unnecessary,” particularly as it was so fully discussed on a former occasion.

Reference: Oration 21st March, A. L. 1803


Author: Frederick Dalcho

Page: 33-35

On the 2d of August, 5799, + Brother Colonel John Mitchell, late Deputy Quarter Master General in the Armies of the United States, was made a Deputy Inspector General for this State, by Brother Spitzer, who acted in consequence of Brother Myers’ removal out of the country. Brother Mitchell was restricted from acting until after Brother Spitzers’ death, which took place in the succeeding year.

Reference: CIRCULAR THROUGHOUT THE TWO HEMISPHERES.

Author: Frederick Dalcho

Page: 65

 Masonry, by Brothers John Mitchell and Frederick Dalcho, Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, and in the course of the present year, the whole number of Grand Inspectors General was completed, agreeably to the Grand Constitutions.

On the 21st of January, 5806, * a warrant of Constitution passed the seal of the Grand Council of Prince of Jerusalem, for the establishment of a Master-Mark Masons Lodge in this city.

On the 21st of February, 5806, * our Illustrious Brother, Count Alexander Francois Auguste Degrasse, Deputy Inspector General, was appointed, by the Supreme Council, a Grand Inspector General in the French West Indies; and our Illustrious Brother, Jean Baptite Marie De La Hogue, Deputy Inspector General, and appointed Lieutenant Grand Commander in the same Islands.

Reference: Oration 21st March, A. L. 1803


Author: Frederick Dalcho

Page: 66

The Committee respectfully submits to the consideration of the Council, the above report on the principles and establishment of the Sublime Degrees in South Carolina, extracted from the archives of the Society. They cannot, however, conclude, without expressing their ardent wishes for the prosperity and dignity of the Institutions over which this Supreme Council preside; and they flatter themselves that if any unfavorable impressions have existed among their Brethren of the Blue Degrees, from the want of a knowledge of the principles and practices, of the Sublime Masonry, it will be done away, and that harmony and affection, will be the happy cements of the universal society of Free and Accepted Masons. That as all aim at the improvement of the general condition of mankind by the practice of virtue, and the exercise of benevolence, so they sincerely wish, that any little differences which may arisen, in unimportant ceremonies of Ancient and Modern, may be reconciled, and give way to the original principles of the order, those great bulwarks of society, universal benevolence and brotherly love, and that the Two Hemispheres, may form but one hand of Brotherhood. “Behold how good, and how pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in unity.”

They Respectfully salute your Supreme Council, by the Sacred Numbers.

Charleston, South Carolina, the 10th day of the 8th Month called Chisleu, 5563, A. L. 5806, and of the Christian era, this 4th day of December 1802.

Reference: CIRCULAR  THROUGHOUT THE TWO HEMISPHERES.

Arthur: Frederick Dalcho

Page: 69-70
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