5 Web Services Metadata

…

/mex:Metadata/mex:MetadataSection/@Dialect ="http://www.w3.org/2009/02/ws-mex/Dialects/ws-mex" 
This dialect value indicates that the type of the metadata contained within the Metadata Section is itself a mex:Metadata element.  

When the dialect value is used in conjunction with mex:MetadataReference or mex:Location, the dialect value provides the ability to include metadata by reference (an endpoint reference or a URL).

Example 7.2 illustrates the use of this dialect.

6.1 WS-Transfer Get

To retrieve the representation of a metadata resource, a requester MAY send a [WS-Transfer] Get request message to the metadata resource's endpoint. The WS-Transfer Get request fetches a one-time snapshot of the metadata. The metadata associated with a service endpoint may be available as multiple metadata resources. As a result, the metadata returned by the Get request to a metadata resource's endpoint may be limited to a particular metadata type (@Dialect) and identifier (@Identifier). 

The representation of a metadata resource MAY be a mex:Metadata element which MAY contain one or more mex:MetadataSection children.  Each MetadataSection is identified by a specific dialect and contains information whose format and content depend on the dialect.

The representation of a metadata resource MAY also be any other document format (e.g. [XML Schema: Structures], [XML Schema: Datatypes], [WSDL 1.1], [WS-Policy]) for which a dialect value is defined.

