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Introduction

This contribution is with reference to the Web Services Choreography Description Language Version 1.0, (http://www.w3.org/TR/2004/WD-ws-cdl-10-20041012/)

Rationale
It is fairly meaningless in a choreography description to state that:

“A Participant Type identifies a set of Role Types that MUST be implemented by the same entity or organization.  Its purpose is to group together the parts of the observable behavior that MUST be implemented by the same process.”
Both the restriction that they must be implemented by the same entity or organisation and in the same process are implementation details outside the scope of the specification (and neither need be the case).

Proposal

Use Participant Type for a purpose that is pertinent to this specification.  Use it to restrict the visibility of variables to within a participant.  In other words a participant is defined by the fact that the roles that comprise it can share variable values.  Variable values are not visible (i.e. can not be used in guards, etc.) outside of the participant in which they are given a value.  (Variable types can by re-used in any role in any participant but values of an instance of a type can only be shared between roles that are defined to be part of a single participant.)
Detailed Changes:
In section 2.3.2 ‘Participant Types’ replace:

“A Participant Type identifies a set of Role Types that MUST be implemented by the same entity or organization.  Its purpose is to group together the parts of the observable behavior that MUST be implemented by the same process.”

with

“Variable values MAY be shared between roles that are part of the same participant.  Variable values are not visible (i.e. can not be used in guards, etc.) outside of the participant in which they are given a value.  Variable types can by re-used in any role in any participant but values of an instance of a type can only be shared between roles that are defined to be part of a single participant.”
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