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—— Abstract

The workshop is focused on challenging issues of web annotation and to share and enhance the
state-of-the-art of linguistic annotation on the web involving cross-discipline and cross-linguistic
audiences. We aim to provide a general introduction into the topic, to consolidate this discussion,
and to discuss directions, goals, and concrete strategies.

2012 ACM Subject Classification Applied computing — Annotation; Applied computing — Format
and notation; Applied computing — Document management and text processing; Software and its
engineering — Interoperability

Keywords and phrases interoperability, linguistic annotation, linked data, web standards, knowledge
graphs, natural language processing, digital methods in linguistics, Digital Humanities

Digital Object Identifier 10.4230/OASIcs...

Category workshop proposal, community meeting

1 Detailed Description

The workshop is focused on challenging issues of web annotation and to share and enhance
the state-of-the-art of linguistic annotation on the web involving cross-discipline and cross-
linguistic audiences. It provides background information on major community standards,
their benefits and shortcomings, with the specific aim to contribute to and to consolidate
an on-going discussion within the W3C Community Group Linked Data for Language
Technology (LD4LT) on developing a consolidated LOD vocabulary for linguistic annotations
for applications across language technology, empirical linguistics, computational lexicography,
digital humanities, etc.

The numerous existing vocabularies that exist for the purpose are neither interoperable
with each other, nor do they cover all relevant use cases. Since 2019, LD4LT is thus working
towards the harmonization and extension of existing standards for creating, publishing,
sharing, accessing and processing linguistic annotations on the web. The goals are to (a)
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provide a survey about standards, challenges and requirements, to (b) work towards a W3C
community report that provides either best practices for annotations or extensions to existing
standards, and, ultimately, to (c¢) inform subsequent standardization efforts.

We aim to provide a general introduction into the topic, to consolidate this discussion,
and to discuss directions, goals, and concrete strategies.

2 List of topics

interoperability

linguistic annotation

linked data

web standards

knowledge graphs

natural language processing
digital methods in linguistics
Digital Humanities

3 Past editions

As an LD4LT community meeting, this workshop is the first of its kind. However, the
organizers have been involved in organizing numerous workshops, summer schools and
conference on the topic, including:

Seven international workshops on Linked Data in Linguistics (LDL-2013, 2014, 2015,
2016, 2018, 2020): 40-90 participants each

Two Summer Datathons on Linguistic Linked Open Data (SD-LLOD 2017, SD-LLOD
2019): 40-50 participants

Language Resources and Linked Data tutorial (EKAW-2014)

Two conferences on Language, Data and Knowledge (LDK-2017, LDK-2019): 100-120
participants

This meeting builds on this experience, but is dedicated to a more narrowly defined aspect.
The LD4LT community group currently has more than 100 members, but for a presence
meeting, we adopt a conservative estimate about the expected number of participants (see
below).

4 Format

The workshop is planned to be a general assembly of the W3C community group Linked
Data for Language Technology, and organized in conjunction with the COST Action Nexus
Linguarum. In that sense, the format is less a classical workshop with formal paper submission
but rather an informal discussion round with invited presentations, but focusing on discussion.
It will be a mixture of presentations, use cases and discussion. We will begin with background
presentations and discussion of specific standards for linguistic annotation on the web (60
minutes). This will be followed by a period of general open discussion on topics including
additional vocabularies, formats and their interrelationships; goals and requirements for
interoperability; and challenges to community adoption of annotation standards (30 minutes).
Subsequent to this discussion, there will be a short presentation and summary of the activities
and progress of the LDALT W3C community group (20 minutes).
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W3C community group Linked Data for Language Technology (LD4LT)

The second half of the workshop will begin with presentation of specific use cases on topics
such as tools for using and producing Linked Open Linguistic Annotation Data; annotating
pragmatics; language resource transformation; the “Explicit Citations”: how to provide
annotation of PDF documents, e.g., with explicit citation information, etc. It should be
stressed that the workshop is open to any challenging topics related to web annotation and
it is expecting heated, inspiring and productive discussions envisioning the future research.
At the moment, four use case presentations have been confirmed, we expect this number to
increase. Use case providers will give live lightning talks and also pre-prepare posters or
other digital form of presentation such as a power-point or pre-recorded demo (80 minutes).
(Note that the exact format and mechanism for presentation of the use cases will depend
upon whether the workshop is to be on-site or partially or fully virtual, and if the latter, the
virtual technology to be used). The workshop will conclude with a discussion of strategies
and possible milestones for consolidating linguistic annotations (40 minutes).

5 Expected audience

We expect the mixed audience coming from the LD4LT, from Nexus Linguarum and also from
outside these networks. Anyone willing to present their state-of-the-art research or participate
in the discussions is kindly welcome to join as the workshop expects cross-fertilization both
across the project Nexus Linguarum domains and the research coming outside the project
with the view joining the project if there is an interest. Depending on Covid-19 situation we
expect 15-20 on-site participants and about 50 online participants if the workshop has to be
organized in a hybrid mode.

6 Duration

The workshop is envisioned to take half a day (4 hours).

7  Technical requirements

It is preferable to have video-conferencing service, audio-visual equipment and poster boards.

8 Committee members

As there will not be a call for papers, but a general call for participation, we did not appoint
a program committee. The organization committee includes five people that reflect the
expected composition of the audience:

LD4LT
Christian Chiarcos, Applied Computational Linguistics, Goethe Universitat Frankfurt,
Germany
Nexus Linguarum
Milan Dojchinovski, InfAT/DBpedia Association, Germany / CTU in Prague, Czech
Republic
Fahad Khan, Istituto di Linguistica Computazionale ‘A. Zampolli’, CNR, Pisa, Italy
The user community
Bridget Almas, The Alpheios Project, Ltd., Niskayuna, NY USA
Giedre Valunaite Oleskeviciene, Institute of Humanities, Mykolas Romeris University,
Vilnius, Lithuania
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received a doctoral degree on the topic of Natural Language Generation from the University
Potsdam, Germany, he worked subsequently at the Information Sciences Institute of the
University of Southern California (ISI/USC), before joining Goethe University Frankfurt in
2013. His research focuses on semantic technologies, including both computational semantics
as well as the innovative application of Semantic Web standards to NLP problems. As a
computational linguist, Christian Chiarcos explored Semantic Web and Linked Data from
an NLP and DH perspective and contributed to the emergence of a community at the
intersection of NLP and Semantic Web: He has been co-founder of the Open Linguistics
Working Group of the Open Knowledge Foundation (OWLG, since 2010), he initiated and
co-organized the Linked Data in Linguistics workshop series (since 2012), the Language,
Data and Knowledge conference series (since 2017), and the accompanying development of
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He was working on several European and national projects funded by the FP7 and H2020
programmes. Since 2013 Milan has been an active member of the DBpedia community pro-
ject. Milan holds a PhD in Information Science from the Czech Technical University in Prague.
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software to support worldwide study of classical languages and literatures. This software
makes extensive reuse of open source linguistic data sets and software. In her prior role
at Tufts University, Bridget was the technical lead on the Perseids Project and before that
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