
Initial Letter usage in Indic scripts 

 

1. Simple drop Initial Usage in Indic scripts 

Most of the drop Initial letter in Indic scripts use two to four line drop cap in magazines and 

newspapers. Some of the examples are shown below 

Hindi 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Marathi 

 
 

Bengali 

 
 

Punjabi 

 



Malayalam 
 

 

Gujarati 

 
 

 

 

Reference points on the drop cap must align precisely with reference points in the text. In 

Indic scripts the top reference points is the hanging base line and the bottom alignment point is 

the text after -edge. 

Recommendation : The hanging base line of drop initial and first line of text would be 

same aligned. 

 

 

The modifier or vowel sign of the drop Initial would be aligned above the hanging baseline 

of both the drop Initial and first line as shown in the below examples : 

 

 

Hanging baseline 

baseline 

h 

n 
Hanging baseline 



Where h= height of the letter and  

n= length occupies by vowel sign or modifier 

and where 

n=h/2 

 

 

2. Selecting Initial letters 

In Indic script Initial letters are single letters which can be vowel/Consonant or 

combination of  vowel / consonant with modifier/conjunct character / vowel sign. The drop Initial 

letter in Indic letter must be selected on the basis of India syllable as described in the section 2 of 

the draft Indic layout requirements (http://www.w3.org/TR/2014/WD-ilreq-20141216/). 

3. Usage of Initial letter in Indian languages : 

 

a. Initial letter 2,2 : 2 lines high,  2 lines deep 

   OR     Initial letter 3,3 : 3 lines high,  3 lines deep 

 

These types of cases when value of level high and deepness are same must be applicable if Initial 

letter is syllable with no vowel sign and modifier before the hanging baseline. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

b. Initial letter 3,2 : 3lines high,  2 lines deep 

These types of cases must be applicable if Initial letter is syllable have  vowel sign or modifier or 

both before the hanging baseline. 

Note:     n=h/2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Initial letter 3,1 : 3 lines high,  1 lines deep 

This case is not commonly used in Indic scripts. 

4. Shaping and glyph selection 

 

The shaping and glyph selection of Initial letter Indic scripts must follow the Indic syllable 

definition (http://www.w3.org/TR/2014/WD-ilreq-20141216/#indic-syllable-boundaries-

abnf-valid-segmentation-proposed-solution-for-layout-issues-in-indian-languages) 

 

h 

n 



5. Initial letter with box formatting 

Initial drop letter with box formatting are commonly used in Indian languages. The box are mostly 

aligned within the hanging baseline and bottom baseline of the text line and the syllable is 

centred-aligned with reference to the box parameters. The some of the example are shown below 

: 

 

 

  


