
In Indian languages the size of the Initial Letter is determined by the number of the lines between 

top line of the syllable and lowest bit in the syllable cluster where subjoined consonant and other 

diacritics  appears. 

Indic scripts with hanging baseline 

Indian languages which use hanging baseline such as Hindi, Bengali, Gujarati, Marathi, Punjabi etc. 

The part from the hanging baseline and the ascent of the Initial letter may follow the following 

formula : 

  

Where h= height of the letter and  

n= length occupies by vowel sign or modifier 

and where 

n=h/2 

 

Scripts that have hanging baseline , the hanging baseline of both Initial letter and first line of text 

should be same aligned as shown below : 

 

 



 

 

Scripts that don't have hanging baseline such as Kannada, Tamil, Telugu, 

Malayalam , Odia etc 

The publishers in India commonly used following rules for such scripts : 

1. The height of the Initial letter is considered as a height of the syllable described in 

the Indic layout draft. 

2. Ascent of the first non highlighted line is equal to the median/mean line of the Initial 

letter as shown in the given example : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Based on above observations the general rule for South Indian languages  Indian languages scripts  

will be : 

  ¼ height of the total Drop Cap Height projected or ascended above the ascent of the first-

line 

 ¾ of the total Drop Cap Height occupied or descended from ascent of first line or X1 to 

descent of the last line or line XN. 

 

The above rules are commonly used by the publishers in India. 

Initial letter with box formatting 

Initial drop letter with box formatting are commonly used in Indian languages. The Indian publishers 

commonly used  different  height of the boxes and sizes of the characters. But it is proposed that the 

syllable with in the box is centre-aligned with reference to box parameters. 

The some of the example are shown below : 

 

 

 

  

 


