Deploying Virtual Libraries

Background:  

What is a virtual library?  Increasingly they are ‘meta’ libraries in the sense that they offer access to the collections of multiple library collections and often to information not contained within any library collection.  As we look into the future, we see that the applications that support virtual libraries will use many different standards to make this access possible.  In some cases, the applications will be used vertically as Z39.50 uses TCP/IP, and ISO ILL uses TCP/IP and SMTP.   We are also seeing applications that knit multiple applications together horizontally.  In particular, applications will use Z39.50, ISO ILL and NCIP (NISO Circulation Interchange Protocol) to help users locate and obtain information.  

The three standards are in very different stages of development, implementation and deployment.  Some individuals are involved with all three.   

Topics:

Review the role of the individual standards and current challenges in using them to deploy a virtual libraries.

· Z39.50 to search and retrieve capabilities across multiple library collections and to a variety of resources.  The national profiling efforts can help make meaningful cross catalog searching possible.  When we move beyond catalog data, is the browser enough for providing integrated retrieval?

· ISO ILL allows for the development of fairly sophisticated resource sharing.  What’s necessary to make this work in today’s user empowered world?  

· The NCIP (NISO Circulation Interchange Protocol) is a standard still in development.  It will use XML for encoding. The committee developing it assumed that certain facilities were available from Z39.50 and ISO ILL.  What happens if those facilities aren’t available.  What are the implications of inserting an XML-based standard into this mix.

What facilities necessary for deploying virtual libraries are still missing?  Do they belong within one of the existing standards?

What level of co-ordination of these standards is desirable?  What level of coordination is practically possible?

A real life application:  Paul Moland of Elias will discuss the Object Request Manager that integrates Z39.50 and ISO ILL.  

