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Children have a fundamental right to be safe from any form of abuse while involved in sport or associated activities. 

This is a legal requirement as well as a moral obligation. 

Child protection requires a commitment from all levels in sport to ensure sporting environments are safe for all children. 

This includes an awareness of the requirements and risks, a commitment to practices that minimise the risks, and the ability to appropriately respond to incidents of child abuse.

Providing a safe environment for children in sport is a key component in the Australian 

Government’s long-term policy for growth in junior sport participation. 

Maintaining the enjoyment and attractiveness of sport for both junior participants and their parents is a high priority for the Australian Sports Commission (ASC).

The ASC has developed a range of measures to help the sports industry address the important issue of child protection. These include

A
access to a range of resources and information on child protection in sport 

B
training courses and workshops that address child protection and access to information on child protection courses and workshops from other providers 

C
a mandatory requirement for national sporting organisations funded by the Australian Government to develop and implement a policy that includes child protection measures 

D
information workshops conducted for sporting organisations outlining their legal and moral obligations in the child protection area 

E
online training modules on child protection as part of the Play by the Rules website 

This site contains: 

a
Why child protection is an issue in sport 

b
An overview of child protection in sport in the form of a paper that is updated on a regular basis. The paper is called Child Protection in Sport: a National Overview and includes information on: 

1 What is child abuse 

2 what is child protection 

3 legal requirements (including summaries of mandatory reporting and working with children check requirements) 

4 Indicators of child abuse 

5 responding to a disclosure of child abuse 

6 protective practices 

7 useful contacts and resources 

8 agency contacts 

9 a series of tables summarising the Working with Children Checks in each state and territory 

c
Child protection legislation in Australia 

d
Mandatory reporting of child abuse in each state and territory 

e
Resources 

1 Publications 

2 Article and Papers

f
Training and education 

g
Child protection strategies 

h
Child protection policies 

i
Child protection forms (including Working with Children Check forms) 

j
Child protection research and statistics 

k
Child protection contacts 

l
Police check guidelines in each state and territory 

m
Age of Consent in each state and territory 
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