Northern Indic Initial Letter and Cut-in Handling

The following is a collection of various examples of how initial letters (glyph sequences) within Northern
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As this example shows, the intent seems to align the hanging baseline of the Initial Letter sequence with
the hanging baseline of the first of the lines shortened by the sequence. This is more exact in the
righthand example than in the lefthand one, but even there the tops of the hanging baselines align.
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Here the Indic letters are well aligned, but the Latin script letters are somewhat randomly sized and
positioned. The “A”s followed by English text are aligned to the alphabetic baseline of the last shortened
line, but the “R” followed by Indic text seems ill-sized and positioned. The “4” seems better positioned.
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In these two examples, the Initial Letter sequence seems to be positioned above the hanging baseline of
the shortened lines, but it is not clear whether this is an intended affect or due to the fonts that were
used being positioned on an alphabetic baseline (instead of the the hanging baseline).
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In this three line high Initial Letter sequence, the positioning is clearly on the hanging baseline of the
first line as the Initial Letter sequence does not descend to the bottom of the third shortened line. The
Initial Letter sequence is the consonant “sh” followed by the long vowel “a” in Bengali. And, the
following example is similarly positioned and sized.
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