Notes





Today is Guideline Day


Markup Guidelines


Browser UI Guidelines


Authoring Guidelines





Summary of Yesterday


LONGDESC still up for discussion


Tables needs to be reviewed in light of HTML 4.0


Braille CSS needs to be reviewed by Braille/CSS expert


Request ALT attribute be required


Should ALT also be required for INPUT tag


XML: Ask for reserved name space


Frame access


Scenario, Requirements and Evaluation Working Group


Need a coordination group and a working group


Is this the responsibility of coordinating group


The group has two full time staff, only group in W3C to have 2 full time staff


Typically have to have several working groups who want to group


Question about travel support for users to technical meetings


W3C cannot cover any types of costs


Independent International Program Office is independent of W3C and could provide travel support when fully funded.





Creation of Guidelines for Different Target Audiences (Gregg Vanderheiden)


Issue is documents are 


Layers


Brief to managers (couple of pages, managers who are not technocrates)


Check list (for knowledgeable people)


Discusses the problem and issues (Scenarios, Requirements)


Detailed set of guidelines (cook book, for implementers)


Case studies, examples (ideas, practice)


One set of guidelines for all technologies or separate guidelines


Browsers


Documents/Page designers


Servers


Toolkits





Today and Tomorrow 


What is needed today vs. What will be possible in the future


Statements like: If you want to do it today, do this; If you want to do it in the future, this is what you will need to do





Give people an idea of how the accessibility techniques will help people, not only people with disabilities





Suggestion to develop the document as one document.  Level 2 would be the primary responsibility of the working groups.





Educational document





Check list of extreme importance (rank the priority of recommendations)


Concern that ranking is value based and difficult to do. 


Developers want some other people to rank importance





Different views of information


You want to be looking for information on different axis


New tools (servers and browsers) can switch views 





Suggestion to combine some of the levels (3 and 5), some discussion of the merits of 5 layer approach





How to give Web Masters experience and insight into how people with disabilities access the WWW.





Priorities based on both impact and difficulty to implement (low hanging fruit)


Industry concerns (ease to implement, impact in numbers, how much does it help)


People with the most difficult disabilities usually are left behind, do to the high cost of adaptation, een though the changes would have the biggest impact





European Blind Community


1. 


2. Asking for solutions to problems, not imped progress


3. Find solutions, rather saying don’t do this





The list is really 4 documents plus a resource area of tools, examples and case studies.





Universal Design concepts could be the basis of approach; tension between ease of implementation vs. Impact for a disability





Move to Priorities


Knowledge of the order of a page


Some papers are hard to read sequentially (double column formatting)


ALT text


Knowledge of where link will bring you


Interactively, like with FORMS tags





Extending the TAB index to frames





Some pages will not have a logical order.  The pages will be a random design.


Documents are becoming more like applications or dialog boxes


HTML/XML will be more like a database to information


How do translate this information to be more accessible





Back to HTML guidelines


Markup aware browser, can do different rendering


Smarter technology could handle some of the HTML markup problems


DOM will allow intelligent software to look into documents for there structure and content





Main question is do you want to add things to the markup language or have the browser or screen reader analyze the source document





Authors will do what they want to do.  Authors still use “click here” even though all design guidelines say don’t do it.





For list items many authors don’t use list tags, because they cannot get the look they want.





3 items


Author puts in hint (sometimes causes problems)


Attribute about how many links


DOM module can used 





Why do developers not use standards.  People want there own look or functionality.  


Why don’t people use structures that are provided.


People will look at guidelines and say that I don’t do things that way, so I don’t need to use them.  





Request to have a WWW location that talks about good WWW design.  The W3C will only be one place to look for the dissemination of accessible design.  Books and tools will also be a part of the dissemination.





The goal is to get through the entire document.


HTML Guidelines


Usable verses accessible


Text Anchors: 


Links at the beginning of the line, easier to find and select by people (Rating 2)


Special character before them for an indication to Braille displays


TITLE attribute can be used as context indicator (requires browser cooperation)


*** Discussion of what the group is doing right now ***


Non-link character (or word) printable character to separate links (Rating  2)  The solution 


now would be to have the author put in a special character, in the future the browser or style sheets.  


Put all links at beginning a line (not recommended after discussion)


Put a unique character before a link (not recommended)


Recommendation to browser manufactures


Screen reader recommendation for user set able cues for link ( Rating 1 )


There are many ways to solve this problem


Layouts


Use column mark up to format columns (Rating 1)


Avoid arranging text documents in columns ( not in)


Use text only versions of pages containing column formatted pages (  a more general solution )


Use mark up to Cell Padding to increase (how much) with space: May help screen readers


(rating 3)


Browser transformation of tables and columns (Rating 1)


Statement that there are columns below, so people tell to use column reading commands of their screen reader (Rating 1)


Pre-Formatted Columns (don’t use for columns)


Frames was brought up, but not discussed


Bitmap Text


Text should be available in text form (text only page, additional text links of graphic links)


Need recommendation on how to avoid bit mapped text


ALT text


Screen reader indicates image





Options:


Support wrapped ALT text (rating 1.5)


Browser support CSS (rating 1)


Screen reader should indicate image without ALT text ( rating 2)





Two types of developers: Screen reader developers (general purpose access) and specialized access programs (pwWebSpeak, Sonics)





Recommend screen readers deal with DOM (?)


Should we recommend Screen readers us more than the screen image





Votes


Use CSS,  don’t use hard coded fonts (rating 1)


Use proportional or logical  markups, avoid using fixed font sizes (H1, H2, +1, -1) (rating 2)


Avoid using small fonts because enlargers distorts fonts (rating 3)


Browsers should be able to over ride hard font specifications (rating 1)


Browser should allow CSS over ride (rating 1.5)


Text color





Use of certain fancy fonts can result in accessibility





Break for lunch (1:15)








Make text colors contrast (1 rating)


Make sure you test colors (2 rating)


Browsers should allow for provide global override font and background colors ( 1 rating)


User preference for QA for browser/tools of selecting a monochrome view ( 2 rating) 





Using Fonts to encoded information (other than links)





Support different character effects needed for Braille and link





CSS needs to have META information about what different classes mean for Braille technologies





Don’t use character format information alone to encode information (i.e. files names in italics) (rating 2)


Do not use over strike offset effects for graphic effects, use CSS instead (rating 2)





Avoid uncommon uses of characters (amodeacoms) , like smiley faces made of ASCII characters ( not included, put in other section )





Text that changes or moves, (blinking and marquee text). 


Avoid using blink or marquee (non standard) HTML text (rating 2)





Browser recommendation to have a control to stop HTML animation and dynamic effects (rating 2)





Tables (deferred for a later time)





LIST


Use the list construct (rating 1)


State number of list (out of recommendation)


Option for output to be an enumeration of a legal style of nested lists, extend to headings (rating 1)


Left justification of nested list and other tags (rating 2)





Frames (work item, deferred for later discussion)





NEW WORK ITEM, Dynamic HTML working group





Java, deferred to dynamic group





Pre-formatted Text


Problem for screen readers


Should uses class, with description 


Use markup when ever possible (rating 2)


Browser recommendation, support XML and style sheets (rating 2)


In-Line Graphics


ALT-Text


D-Links


Alternative Pages





Should everything be described or should there be levels of description


Are the images redundant with other information in the document.  


Should images have ALT text if there is redundant text, ie null ALT text.


Sometimes the ALT would be redundant with surrounding text.





Should all images have an non-ALT attribute. ( rating ?)





Should characters be reserved for certain conventions, like asterisks for bullets.





Netscape 4.0 will not display ALT text if the text is to large for image area that is specificied in the HTML, leave the size out of HTML specs..





IMAGE height and width is often limits area that ALT text appears.





Leave height and width specifications out of images(rating 2).  Maybe difficult since some tools do this automatically.


D links


If there is no LONGDESC, then is D link the answer





LONGDESC could be come a pseudo attribute of an object





ALTernate page:  What is the proper way to link the text version


Use the LINK tag with MIME attribute


Can there be a text only link on graphics page





Pages generated out of Databases, need to have longer descriptions stored in the data bases





Will finish document over a conference call.





Break





Date of meeting before or after November 10th, 11th (Monday, Tuesday) in Austin Texas, before CSS meeting


Browser Guidelines


Browser Guidelines


User interface


Document rendering and translation 


Screen readers


Specialized browsers


User Interface Issues


Navigation commands


Summary information


Orientation information


Visibility


Navigation Commands


Commands to move view by functional units


Keyboard commands


Focus cues to 3rd party assistive technologies








Summary Information


Size of documents


Number of major tags ( headers, anchors )


Outlining features


Orientation Information


Position in document


Relationships between information (tables, frames)


Visibility of Access features


Help 


Menus


Balloon help


Toolbars


Configuration


Document Rendering and Translation


Layout translation (different views)


CSS 


Scripting languages


Exposure of document structure to 3rd party assistive technology


Renedering of ALT text


Special characters to indicate links


Image Processing





Keyboard


Edit style navigation ()


Application style controls (Links, forms)


Navigation views, through navigation trees


Navigation of multiple sites


Specific sounds (earcons) for different items








Mobility impairments 





Web on call type navigation: Telephone interface


Demographics: Age, skills, motivation





Usability Evaluation: ISO 9241 Evaluator


More information see recent article in Behavior and Information Technology


(Michael Pieper)





Ergonomic requirements for office work with visual display terminals


enforced by law


not pure technical


eight parts relevant for software-ergonomic evaluation





Structure of ISO/CEN (2)9241


Dialog principles (part 10)


Usability (Part 11)


Presentation of information (part 12)





User guidelines(part 13)


Menu dialogs(part 14)


Command dialogs(part 15)





Software Evaluation system for accessibility


Pro’s


	Flexibility


	Modest equipment


	Low cost


	Fairly quickly applicable method


Politically enforced


Disadvantages


	Post evaluation (can desiner change the system)


	Judgement not user based





WAI Suggestions


Apply evaluator to Browser


Conduct reliability tests


Enhance accessibility checks (currently no items by persons with special needs)


Derive design guidelines


Extend ISO 9241, part 12 to HTML/XML





ANSI./HFES 200 has addressed accessibility issues





This tool could be used for helping to define the problems associated with using WWW technology


Authoring Tools





Murray Malony 


Can people with disabilities use the tools


Authors creating accessible WWW pages


How to authoring tools provide guidance in creating accessible documents


Validation of page for accessibility (testing tools)





Bobby


Bobby operates just on a WWW page.  Uses same rules at HotMetal Pro 4.0.


Errors


Warnings


Tag set conformance with browser versions (Trojan Horse)





Hot Metal 4.0


Prompting and guidance for authors


Set of specifications used for HotMetal 4.0 can be released as a public document


Designed for naïve authors 


Example auto-prompting of images for ALT tags


There are user options for level of verification and prompting for accessibility


Text only page creation in next version


Auto connection of descriptor text to images in next version





There are 21 items i
