Panel proposal for WWW07
The role of multimedia metadata standards in a semantic media Web

Panelists:

Multimedia / hypermedia: Lynda Hardman, CWI?

MPEG-7/21: John Smith, IBM ?

 Tagging Web 2.0 community: Frank Smadja?

Moderator
Susanne Boll, University of Oldenburg
Organizers
Susanne Boll, Michael Hausenblas? Raphael Troncy?, …?


Abstract:

Media without metadata are worth nothing as the content especially with visual media such as image and video. In the multimedia community extracting, enhancing multimedia metadata and multimedia retrieval are long researched and standardized fields. For the actual representation and exchange of this metadata such as audio features or image content descriptors resulted in standardization of which MPEG-7 and MPEG-21 play a very important role. However, with the different media such as text, image, video, audio and also with the different applications such as news, e-learning or sports come a lot of different metadata standards and vocabularies we find today. 

Content on the Web is worth nothing if it cannot be semantically indexed and searched. With the advent of the Semantic Web, XML, and RDF we find a research community and the large body of W3C that aims to present semantic knowledge on the Web, semantically describe Web resources and make them available and searchable over the net. However, many different standards have evolved. 

As in these years multimedia meets the Web heavily has moved towards a media Web in which both technology on the communication level but also on the presentation level has evolved and spread such DSL, browser plug-ins. Not only with the Web 2.0 movement we can ask what role metadata standards for multimedia play on the way to a semantic web with embraces media and surfs on the semantic Web wave. 

However, the two communities Web and Multimedia have themselves developed and instantiated already a large set of standards and vocabularies. Now, as they come closer and closer this problem gets even worse. For example for still images we find many different standards ranging from EXIF headers in photographs to MPEG-7 image descriptors. This is making live not easier. Especially now as we are facing a new trend Web 2.0, which celebrates a big success of services and collaboration but asks almost nothing from its users, content and exchange wrt to standards.

The panel will discuss the question if we already have too many standards, if and why both the Web and the Multimedia community has not solved the problem to easily retrieve and find the content of interest. Which metadata standards are really needed and how can they be efficiently and widely employed to make the Web semantic and media-centric.

Categories and Subject Descriptors: H.3.5 [Online Information Services], H.5.1 [Information Interfaces and Presentation]:  Multimedia Information Systems; H.5.3 [Group and Organization Interfaces] H.5.4 Hypertext/Hypermedia; K.4.0 [Computers and Society]: General
General Terms:  Algorithms, Design, Economics, Experimentation, Human Factors.

Introduction:

Aims of the panel presentations and discussions

The panelists will be asked to provide a short statement where they see the role of multimedia metadata for the next generation of semantic media Web services. Questions we will ask the panelists and would like to vividly discuss with our panelists will be

· Is MPEG-7 really valuable for semantic media Web, or will Flickr tags suffice?

· Can we one day learn from Web 2.0 as the merge, share, services from different provides also for semantic media services on the Web?

· What role will B2B multimedia services play on the future semantic media Web?

· …

Biographical sketches of the panelists

       Lynda Hardman is

       Panelist Name is
       Panelist Name is

Biographical sketches of the organizers

       Susanne Boll is Professor for Media Informatics and Multimedia Systems at the Department of Computing Science at the University of Oldenburg, Germany. Also since 2002 she is a member of the Oldenburg Research and Development Institute for Information Technology Tools and Systems (OFFIS) where she is a Member of the Executive Board and heading the Multimedia and Internet Information Services division. The research projects Susanne Boll is working on include a framework for personalized multimedia content generation, multimodal image analysis, the development of a mobile platform for context-ware mobile applications, and non-visual multimodal user interfaces. With regard to the panel topics Susanne Boll is working in the field of contextual media content understanding and media retrieval in the Web and serves as an invited expert in the Multimedia Semantics Incubator Group of W3C.

