3.4.2 Step 4.b: Use WCAG 2.0 Techniques and Failures Where Possible (Optional)

Methodology Requirement 4.b: Where possible, use documented WCAG 2.0 techniques and failures to help assess successes and failures in meeting the WCAG 2.0 Success Criteria relevant per 3.1.3 Step 1.c: Define the Conformance Target. (Optional).

Reminder: Techniques and failures in the context of WCAG 2.0 are only informative. They can help assess if WCAG 2.0 Success Criteria are met by providing documented ways of meeting them and commonly occurring failures in meeting them. However, as per the WCAG 2.0 conformance requirements, only the Success Criteria must be met. [And you can use any techniques that meet the success criteria, whether they are documented yet by the WCAC WG or not.] 
The initial sets or sources of WCAG 2.0 techniques and failures to be used during evaluation may be defined in section 3.1.5 Step 1.e: Define the Initial Sets of WCAG 2.0 Techniques and Failures to be Used (Optional). However, during evaluation such an initial set may often need to be refined according to the particular situation, such as for evaluating particular web technologies and accessibility features that are identified on the website being evaluated.

WCAG 2.0 techniques are documented ways for meeting or for going beyond what is required by individual WCAG 2.0 Success Criteria. A WCAG 2.0 Success Criterion is likely met on a web page when:

1. For each instance of web content that is addressed by the WCAG 2.0 Success Criterion at least one technique applies;

2. The techniques used to assess conformance with the WCAG 2.0 Success Criterion are accessibility supported;

3. No failures in meeting the WCAG 2.0 Success Criterion are identified.

Conversely, failures are documented ways of not meeting individual WCAG 2.0 Success Criteria. A WCAG 2.0 Success Criterion is likely not met on a web page when a failure applies to any instance of web content that is addressed by the WCAG 2.0 Success Criterion.
WCAG 2.0 techniques are not the only way to meet WCAG 2.0 Success Criteria and WCAG 2.0 failures are not the only way in failing to meet WCAG 2.0 Success Criteria. [The working group documented] techniques and failures are not exhaustive and cannot cover every possible situation. Also, the techniques used to meet WCAG 2.0 Success Criteria during the development may not be known to the evaluator. Particularly for newly released web technologies, or when these web technologies are used in particular contexts, there may be no publicly or proprietary documented techniques and failures available to the evaluator. The evaluator must be considerate of these limitations when using [the] techniques and failures [provided by the WCAG working group] to evaluate conformance with WCAG 2.0.
