
An example of NDLSH

prefLabel of the term in Kanji

Yomi (transcription) of
the prefLabel

altLabels of the term and its
Yomi (transcription) in the brackets 

altLabel Yomi (transcription)[Note] Yomi = pronunciation information 
expressed (transcribed) syllabic / phonetic 
characters from an original form.



A list of NDLSH properties
• ID – identifier
• USE – see
• UF – used for
• BT – broader terms
• NT – narrower terms
• RT – related terms
• SA – see also
• SN – scope notes
• NDC(9) – NDC (Nippon decimal Classification) term(s) 

related to the NDLSH term
• NDLC – NDLC (National Diet Library Classification) 

term(s) related to the NDLSH term



What is Yomi?
• A single Kanji character has several pronunciations in 

Japanese.
• Yomi indicates pronunciation information expressed in 

syllabic / phonetic characters (Hiragana, Katakana or 
Roman Alphabet).

• In the case of NDLSH, pronunciation information is 
expressed in Katakana.

• e.g. Kanji character “東”（means east） has two 
pronunciations “higashi” and “azuma”.  Each of the 
pronunciation is expressed in three types of syllabic 
characters.

東

ひがし (in Hiragana)
ヒガシ (in Katakana)
higashi (in Roman Alphabet)

あずま (in Hiragana)
アズマ (in Katakana)
azuma (in Roman Alphabet)

pronunciation 1 pronunciation 2
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