Graphics Taxonomy Definitions

This is a first draft of definitions. Simple definitions were favored and a single example is provided. Groups are in a larger bold text and have a simple definition for the group. The structure for taxonomy items used in this document are: name, definition, example, use (as shown below in blue). The taxonomy items were copied from the straw man. Graphic families include: graph, map, blueprint/technical drawing and timeline.  

Name

def: definition

ex: a single example

use: graphic family that uses it

Data Group

Taxonomy items in the data group represent data.

Connector

def: A connector connects two data items. 

ex. Line in an family tree connecting a parent to a child

use: graph, timeline

Contour 

def: A line that has a constant value. A contour may be open or closed. A contour may have multiple parts.

ex. A line of equal elevation (contour) on a map. 

use: map, blueprint/technical drawing

Event 

def: Something defined or marked by an instant of time or an interval of time.

ex. The first detection of an earthquake.

use: timeline

Group

def: A collection of data group objects, usually related.

ex. A group of bars comprising a stack in a stacked bar chart.

use: graph, timeline

Item

def: An object that represents a single data feature

ex. A bar in a bar chart

use: graph, map, blueprint/technical drawing, timeline

Guide Group

Taxonomy items in the guide group provide information. 

Annotation Group

Taxonomy items in the annotation group are composed of text and/or graphics that provide information. In the definitions below “graphic” refers to non text and may be an image, letter, geometric design, unicode symbol, etc. 

Label

def: Text and/or graphic representing a value.

ex. A value label on an axis

use: graph, map, blueprint/technical drawing, timeline

Note

def: Text and/or graphics providing explanation or comment.

ex. Note on blueprint identifying the author

use: graph, map, blueprint/technical drawing, timeline

Title

def: Text and/or graphic representing a name or top level description.

ex. A title on a chart

use: graph, map, blueprint/technical drawing, timeline

Scale Group

Taxonomy items in the scale group provide measurement or help define coordinates

Axis

def: A reference for measurement of coordinates.

ex. An axis on a bar chart

use: graph, blueprint/technical drawing, timeline

Dimension line

def: A line that defines the parameters (measurement) of a dimension.

ex: A dimension line on a house plan

use: blueprint/technical drawing

Graticule

def: A network of lines representing the earth's parallels of latitude and meridians of longitude.

ex: Graticule on a map

use: map

Grid

def: two sets of parallel lines representing coordinate values 

ex: grid on a site plan

use: graph, map, blueprint/technical drawing, timeline

Legend

def: A scale for data dimension representations (color, size, symbol...) 

ex: A chart legend

use: graph, map, blueprint/technical drawing, timeline

Scale

def: Represents a ratio of measure.

ex: A scale on a house plan.

use: map, blueprint/technical drawing

<In guide group, but not in a sub group>

Symbol

def: A graphic (image, letter, geometric design, unicode symbol...) which by convention are used to represent a characteristic or feature.

ex: A compass rose (showing the four cardinal directions) on a map

use: graph, map, blueprint/technical drawing, timeline

Region Group

Taxonomy items in the region group represent a perspective or area.

View

def: A portion of the scene associated with a projection or dimension.

ex: A cross section 

use: blueprint/technical drawing

