
6.3 Localization Note


6.3.1 Definition

The Localization Note data category is used to communicate notes to localizers about a particular item of content.
This data category can be used for several purposes, including, but not limited to:

· Tell the translator how to translate parts of the content

· Expand on the meaning or contextual usage of a specific element, such as what a variable refers to or how a string will be used on the user interface

· Clarify ambiguity and show relationships between items sufficiently to allow correct translation (e.g. in many languages it is impossible to translate the word "enabled" in isolation without knowing the gender, number and case of the thing it refers to.)

· Indicate why a piece of text is emphasized (important, sarcastic, etc.)

Two types of informative notes are needed:

· An alert contains information that the translator must read before translating a piece of text. Example: an instruction to the translator to leave parts of the text in the source language.

· A description provides useful background information that the translator will refer to only if they wish. Example: a clarification of ambiguity in the source text.

Editing tools may offer an easy way to create this type of information. Translation tools can be made to recognize the difference between these two types of localization notes, and present the information to translators in different ways.


6.3.2 Implementation

The Localization Note data category can be expressed with global rules, or locally on an individual element. The information applies to the textual content of the element, including child elements, but excluding attributes.
GLOBAL: The locNoteRule element contains the following:

· A required selector attribute. It contains an XPath expression which selects the nodes to which this rule applies.

· A required locNoteType attribute with the value "description" or "alert".

· Exactly one of the following:

· A locNote element that contains the note itself and allows for local ITS markup.

· A locNotePointer attribute that contains a relative XPath expression pointing to a node that holds the localization note.

· A locNoteRef attribute that contains a URI referring to the location of the localization note.

· A locNoteRefPointer attribute that contains a relative XPath expression pointing to a node that holds the URI referring to the location of the localization note.

Example 27: The locNote element

The locNoteRule element associates the content of the locNote element with the message with the identifier 'DisableInfo' and flags it as important. This would also work if the rule was in an external file, allowing to provide notes without modifying the source document.
 <myRes   xmlns:its="http://www.w3.org/2005/11/its" >  <head>   <its:rules version="1.0"     its:translate="no">    <its:locNoteRule locNoteType="alert" selector="//msg[@id='DisableInfo']">     <its:locNote>The variable {0} has three possible values: 'printer',          'stacker' and 'stapler options'.</its:locNote>    </its:locNoteRule>   </its:rules>  </head>  <body>   <msg id="DisableInfo">The {0} has been disabled.</msg>  </body> </myRes>

[Source file: examples/xml/EX-locNote-element-1.xml]

Example 28: The locNotePointer attribute

The locNotePointer attribute is a relative XPath expression pointing to a node that holds the note.
 <Res   xmlns:its="http://www.w3.org/2005/11/its" >  <prolog>   <its:rules version="1.0">    <its:translateRule selector="//msg/notes" translate="no"/>    <its:locNoteRule locNoteType="description" selector="//msg/data" locNotePointer="../notes"/>   </its:rules>  </prolog>  <body>   <msg id="FileNotFound">    <notes>Indicates that the resource file {0} could not be loaded.</notes>    <data>Cannot find the file {0}.</data>   </msg>   <msg id="DivByZero">    <notes>A division by 0 was going to be computed.</notes>    <data>Invalid parameter.</data>   </msg>  </body> </Res>

[Source file: examples/xml/EX-locNotePointer-attribute-1.xml]

Example 29: The locNoteRef attribute

The locNoteRule element specifies that the message with the identifier 'NotFound' has a corresponding explanation note in an external file. The URI for the exact location of the note is stored in the locNoteRef attribute.
 <myRes   xmlns:its="http://www.w3.org/2005/11/its" >  <head>   <its:rules version="1.0">    <its:locNoteRule locNoteType="description" selector="//msg[@id='NotFound']" locNoteRef="ErrorsInfo.html#NotFound"/>   </its:rules>  </head>  <body>   <msg id="NotFound">Cannot find {0} on {1}.</msg>  </body> </myRes>

[Source file: examples/xml/EX-locNoteRef-attribute-1.xml]

Example 30: The locNoteRefPointer attribute

The locNoteRefPointer attribute contains a relative XPath expression pointing to a node that holds the URI referring to the location of the note.
 <dataFile   xmlns:its="http://www.w3.org/2005/11/its" >  <prolog>   <its:rules version="1.0">    <its:locNoteRule locNoteType="description" selector="//data" locNoteRefPointer="../@noteFile"/>   </its:rules>  </prolog>  <body>   <string id="FileNotFound" noteFile="Comments.html#FileNotFound">    <data>Cannot find the file {0}.</data>   </string>   <string id="DivByZero" noteFile="Comments.html#DivByZero">    <data>Invalid parameter.</data>   </string>  </body> </dataFile>

[Source file: examples/xml/EX-locNoteRefPointer-attribute-1.xml]

LOCAL: The following local markup is available for the Localization Note data category:

· One of the following:

· A locNote attribute that contains the note itself.

· A locNoteRef attribute that contains a URI referring to the location of the localization note.

· An optional locNoteType attribute with the value "description" or "alert". If the locNoteType attribute is not present, the type of localization note will be assumed to be "description". 

Example 31: The Localization Note data category expressed locally

 <msgList   xmlns:its="http://www.w3.org/2005/11/its"  xml:space="preserve"   its:version="1.0">  <data name="LISTFILTERS_VARIANT"    its:locNote="Keep the leading space!"    its:locNoteType="alert">   <value> Variant {0} = {1} ({2})</value>  </data>  <data    its:locNote="%1\$s is the original text's date in the format YYYY-MM-DD HH:MM always in GMT">   <value>Translated from English content dated <span id="version-info">%1\$s</span> GMT.</value>  </data> </msgList>
[Source file: examples/xml/EX-locNote-selector-2.xml]

Example 32: The Localization Note data category expressed locally in HTML5

<!DOCTYPE html> <html lang="en">  <head>   <meta charset="utf-8"/>   <title>LocNote test: Default</title>  </head>  <body>   <p>This is a <span its-loc-note="Check with terminology engineer" its-loc-note-type="alert">motherboard</span>.</p>  </body> </html>
[Source file: examples/html5/EX-locNote-html5-local-1.html]

Note:
It is generally recommended to avoid using attributes to store text, however, in this specific case, the need to provide the notes without interfering with the structure of the host document is outweighing the drawbacks of using an attribute.

