
Following solution is proposed : 

1. Scripts that have hanging baseline may follow top reference points as hanging baseline example 

Hindi, Marathi, Bengali, Punjabi Nepali etc.  

2. The other Indic scripts which don't have a connecting top base line may follow the same rule as 

English because the characters height with or without vowel sign/modifier is variable in nature as 

shown in the below example : 

 

 (Hindi)             (Tamil)                           (Telugu)             (Kannada)     (Gujarati)      (Odia) 

So it is recommended that scripts that contains hanging baseline should aligned same with hanging 

base line of drop initial and first line of text. While the other scripts like Tamil , Telugu, Odia should 

follow the same rules as Latin scripts which accept that the some levels of height is reserved for 

descenders or diacritics below the alphabetic baseline and vowel sign/modifier above the hanging 

baseline as the selection of the Initial letter must based on the Indic syllable definition defined in the 

FPWD of Indic layout requirements. The reference example is given below : 

 

  

 

In the above examples the some space is reserved for vowel sign and diacritics below the character 

baseline. This approach may avoid the overlapping of the characters with Initial letter. 

The Indian publishers commonly used  different  height of the boxes and sizes of the characters. But 

it is proposed that the syllable with in the box is centre-aligned with reference to box parameters. 

Alignment of the top line of the non-highlighted characters is at the top of the thicker top line of the 

initial letter is commonly used in India. 



In some examples top lines of the initial letter and the following letters don't touch. This is due to 

variable technology/formats used by the publishers. It is preferred that both the top lines of Initial 

letter and neighbouring text should touch. 


