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What can ETSI offer to ICANN?.....and our views on TAC
This document, addressed to the ICANN E&R Committee, tries to give an overview of ETSI to help understanding what kind of expertise we offer to ICANN. 

In addition it expresses the ETSI views on the potential disbanding of the PSO and the proposed creation of a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) .

1. What is ETSI?

ETSI is truly international standards body with 912 members of which 718 (79%), Full Members and Observers, are legally established in the geographic area of Europe and the remaining 193 (21%), Associated Members, are established in countries on the other 4 continents. Even companies such as Cisco, Microsoft, Sun Microsystems, and others where the headquarters are in the USA are Full Members as they are legally established in various European countries. All members, Full and Associated  have equal rights and obligations except for a few aspects that deal with European regulatory issues and are for Full Members only.

ETSI's mission and scope covers the development of standards for fixed and mobile telecommunications in the light of the convergence of Telecommunications, Information Technology and Broadcast.

ETSI's approach to standardization is project and system oriented. A system is conceived and then its architecture, elements, interfaces and protocols are defined from the top down to the details. This is why ETSI sees its place in the "eco-system" of global standards making. 

Furthermore, ETSI has always given equal importance to the “testing” standard that should come with every “base” standard. “A standard that can not be tested is not a good standard”. In that context, many “testing” standards related to e.g. IETF RFC’s are developed by ETSI. Market needs for such standards are made evident at ETSI’s Interoperability Events and are being reported in high level strategy documents such as the “IPv6 European Task Force” Reports. 

ETSI membership includes manufacturers (53%), network operators and Internet access providers (14%), service providers (both Internet and non-Internet) (23%), end users associations (3%) and administrations (7%) (from more than 30 European countries and, as Associated members, from 7 countries including US). This whole range of players discuss within an open and well defined framework and decision making process, from the strategies and policies for present and future technologies, to the technical details. This mixture of different views and approaches gives ETSI a unique understanding of issues from the technical to the regulatory aspects concerning standardisation.

2. ETSI in the ICANN structure

ETSI considers it a known fact that technical issues have an important impact on policy making and both concepts can not be separated neither in the standards making process nor in ICANN.

The approach to standardization in the present Information Society, as followed by ETSI, covers the full spectrum, from the requirements capture, to the architecture, the protocols and the application domains (fixed mobile, core,....) with different SDO's holding leadership in these different areas. The identification of a single organization, which ever this would be, is not  enough to cover the future needs of ICANN.

The ICANN Mission falls inside the scope of the  4 SDOs  presently included in ICANN-PSO: IETF, ITU,  W3C and ETSI. Part of the work of each of the four organizations is affected by technical and policy aspects of the DNS, the IP addressing and the IP protocol numbers.

ETSI brings to your attention the following four areas of evolution of the present Internet, all with direct or indirect impact in the ICANN Mission and Scope:

· Mobile Internet: The strong ETSI involvement on mobile standardisation, both directly and trough 3GPP, is world wide recognised. The expected explosion of Mobile Internet Services will require direct inputs to ICANN from the body with deep knowledge in this area like ETSI.

· Interoperability between Internet and existing circuit switched, cable and broadcasting networks:. Interconnection and Interoperability between IP and non IP networks will be essential in the near future for the growth of electronics communications services. The expertise of ETSI in this field is well recognised.  ENUM,  IPCablecom, IP on Power Line Telecommunications, and other areas having huge standardization activities in ETSI are examples.

· Next Generation Networks:  IP protocols are now the basis for the future network evolution. The existing "Next Generation Networks" project in ETSI is an example of clear positioning of ETSI for the future. The project covers the whole range of elements identified earlier in this document: from requirement capture to architectures, protocols, QoS, applications domains,....

· IP testing:  Extensive experience in testing protocols and methodology acquired in the telecommunication areas are now applied in support of Internet specifications. Significant resources within ETSI are devoted to the development of test specifications for IETF RFCs such as for SIP, IPv6, and ROHC.

ETSI believes that ICANN should benefit from ETSI's expertise and experience in these fields where technical and policy issues converge.

3. This is our offer to ICANN

Sumarizing the previous points, this is what we can offer to ICANN:

· ETSI can offer an stable international team which can provide policy and technical competence at once.
· ETSI offers its international leadership on mobile aspects which will be essential in the short term evolution of Internet.
· ETSI offers technical and policy making expertise on Interoperability between Internet and existing telecommunication networks.
· ETSI offers expertise in development of test specifications of IETF RFCs
· ETSI offers technical and policy competence on ENUM.
· ETSI offers technical and strategic competence on Next Generation Networks as a convergence of IP and non-IP technologies, service and content provision,.....
· ETSI offers a well recognised capability to co-operate and collaborate with other parts of the ICANN structure in order to get the best synergies for the benefit of the whole community.
· ETSI offers experience on setting up co-operation agreements with many Fora and partnership projects with sister SDOs.
· ETSI offers experience on horizontal security standardization.
· ETSI offers experience on linking industry requirements and strategy with the one of governments and regulators.
· ETSI can offer its experience on taking policy decisions in a timely manner by means of using well defined democratic mayority based procedures and appeal methods to protect the rights of the minorities.

4. Our PROPOSAL: ETSI's role in a "well scoped Technical Advisory Committee"

ETSI considers itself qualified to continue a firm link to ICANN and its future structure. 

ETSI can see reasons to consider disbanding the present PSO and to create a new body such as the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). We are concerned however on the structure and scope of a TAC. 

ETSI is willing to be part, in equal basis to other SDOs, of a well established Technical Advisory Committee with a scope that embraces "policy and technical" advisory functions. This Committee will allow the existance of a real network of technical experts from the various organizations who understand ICANN needs.

The ICANN TAC that ETSI supports and would be willing to be part of, should be articulated as follows:

· should comprise representatives of standards organizations rather than individuals

· should have a stable and clear scope that includes overall technical advice and inputs to policy discussions on DNS, IP addressing and protocols.

· should include a clear identification of the SDO's that  will form part of it (we are open to consider the benefit of including non-SDOs such as RIRs to get a broader view on operational matters)

· should be permanent (non ad-hoc)

· should have an internal structure agreed by the organizations that form part of it.

· should have a reasonable representation in the ICANN Board.
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