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ETSI position on 

"Committee on ICANN Evolution and Reform -

 Working paper on the ICANN Structure and the Nominating Committee concept"
ETSI welcomes this well structured and clear document from the ICANN Evolution and Reform Group.

For the specific questions to which comments are requested, the view of ETSI is as follows:

· ETSI does not support the abolition of the PSO and its conversion in a pure technical advisory body with no scope to participate in policy debates and no presence in the ICANN Board. 

· ETSI considers that the different structure, working methods and membership of the standard organizations that conform the existing PSO ensures a more complete and accurate technical advise if required by the ICANN Board and other parts of the ICANN structure.

· ETSI considers that the present PSO constitution allows broad visibility of the ICANN discussions in the technical areas of the whole industry, the administrations and a good number of users associations. Disbanding this already existing "network of knowledge" would not bring any benefit to ICANN.

· As pointed out in the ETSI contribution to ICANN’s President reform proposals, the current level of representation from PSO at the ICANN Board level has secured both the technical advice and technical liaison needed for protocol issues. Moreover, going beyond its primary responsibility - for developing and recommending substantive policies in the area of protocol parameter assignment – which the ICANN By-laws vested in the PSO, its composition has provided the utmost in its technical involvement, as and whenever requested by the ICANN Board. 

· In its comments on the Working Paper on ICANN Mission and Core Values, ETSI has already expressed its strong opposition to the establishment of a restrictive participation and thus the strong need to embrace the policy and technical competence at once.

· ETSI believes the ICANN Board together with the ICANN community will recognize the exigency of keeping the well-known values of the existing structure and the imperativeness of simply establishing a communication-based synergy between its supporting entities.
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